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By Mark Stavroulakis 


ne of Australia’s most lucrative players 

Liverpool’s Harry Kewell could become 

a main promotions man for one of the 
new Australian Premier League sides in next 
year’s competition. 

ABSW are aware that two clubs have circled the 
attacking star on the basis that he would be behind 
that certain club’s promotional work not only in 
Australia but in the United Kingdom as well. 

The two interested parties, who will remain 
‘unanimous’ for certain reasons hope that the cap- 
ture of Kewell will better their chances of bringing 
more fans to their games and also help out in their 
initial bid for Australia’s elite competition. 

Currently on off-season holidays with his fami- 
ly in Europe, Kewell, once the face of a promo~ 
tions campaign for the Northem Spirit, is set to 
endure a new year with a new coach at the Reds. 

French coach Gerard Houllier’s departure has 
seen former Valencia coach Rafael Benitez come 
to the frame, 

Meanwhile, rumours have filtered through that 
Sydney could see a surprise entry in the only spot 
allocated for that area - and its not the Soccer 
NSW or the Marconi Stallions bid. 

The bid has created a bit of a stir in the 
Australian soccer fraternity but at this stage, it has 


70% chance that it will go through. 

Known as a mystery team, efforts to build the 
club through the recruitment of players and coach- 
es has already taken place, 

ABSW are aware of the team name and probable 
people currently pulling the strings on this bid but 
have been asked to keep a tight lid on this propos- 
al. 

At the moment 20 bids are currently being 
looked at by the ASA and eight will be chosen in 
time for a mini tournament that is set to kick-off in 
mid January. 

Many have argued that a proposed three day 
tournament in identifying the eventual winner to 
represent Oceania at the World Club 
Championships next year is far too short. 

Experts have called for a longer scenario so that 
the spectators in Australia could get a better and 
closer look at what to expect in July/August next 
year. 

ASA CEO John O'Neill will have Matt Carroll 
(former right hand man of the ARU) as the man 
responsible for organizing the league format next 
year. 
Carroll will have a tough task in wetting the 
appetite of many soccer starved fans in Australia 
who cannot wait until the first game has been 
kicked off in the APL. 

July/August it is or is it? 
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Brosque ready for European challenge 


Exclusive 
by Mark Stavroulakis 


ustralia is set to loose 

yet another rising star 

to the European mar- 
ket in former Marconi 
Stallions star striker Alex 
Brosque. 

The 2t-year-old Fairfield 
born attacker is set to close a 
five-year deal that will see him 
signed to Dutch Bredivise side 
Feyenoord but will be loaned 
out to Belgium club Westerloo 
for a year in gaining match 
experience at a top European 
football level. 

Currently on tour with the 
Olyroos in Switzerland as part 
of the Olympics preparations in 
Athens, Brosque is set to finish 
the deal in as many days. 

“It's quite exciting at the 
moment, J will be with the 
Olyroos for two-weeks as part 
of our pre-Olympic training 
schedule where we will play 
four friendly matches and in the 
days we get off, I'd like to fin- 
ish off my deal with Feyenoord. 
Iwill be signing a five year deal 
and in my first year, Westerloo. 
will be the club that J will be 
loaned to for some match expe- 
rience. If and when the Dutch 
club think I am ready to make 
the step up to the Dutch league 
than they will call me back 
there”. 

The Olyroo and Socceroo 
striker had his attacking talents 


spotted during the Olyroo qual- 
ifiers last year held at Marconi 
Stadium where the squad ran 
Tiot losing no matches. 

“It was there a Feyenoord 
scout kept tabs on me and when 
the tournament finished, kept in 
close contact with my manager 
(Dennis Coluzzi). It was tough 
to keep in touch as my last sea- 
son was rather hectic. I had 
commitments with my club and 
country and it was tough to get 
atrial in, 

At the end of this season 
though I went for a ten day trial 
to Feyenoord and checked out 


the place, trained and played 
some matches and luckily they 
liked what they saw. Both 
Rotterdam and Westerloo are 
really beautiful cities but I will 
be based mainly in Westerloo”. 

Before the Feyenoord inter- 
est came about, French Ligue 1 
outfit Lens were set to sign 
Brosque but the Lens Director 
of football Jean-Luc Lamarche 
thought otherwise. 

“After seeing Alex (U20 
qualifiers) I don’t think that he 
is ready to make the step up at 
this time. However, he is a play- 
er with a lot of talent and I will 


is 
Alex E Brosque shown in action with the Socceroos 


to his departure with the Olyroos bound for 
‘Switzerland. 


definitely keep an eye on his 
progress”, were the words 
echoed out by Lens’ main man. 

Not putting his down after 
that, Brosque was spurred on by 
those comments and charged on 
to complete a magnificent sea- 
son on that which caught the 
eye of the Dutch giants, 

“T guess he came at the 
‘wrong time as I did have a pret- 
ty poor qualifiers but I knew 
that I was better than that tour- 
nament suggested. I did not take 
the comments to heart but it did 
motivate me to make the step up 
and I believe that after two full 
seasons in the NSL I am ready 
for my chance in Europe”. 

One such person that 
Brosque has owed a lot to in 
organizing his personal con- 
tracts has been player agent and 
close family friend Dennis 
Coluzzi. 

Like so many agents around 
the world, many have sacrificed 
their players careers in keeping 
their pockets heavy but it’s been 
a different scenario all together 
with Coluzzi. 

“He has been with me since 
my early AIS days and through 
there I have gained a stronger 
relationship with Dennis. He is 
part of the family and has 
helped me out in many things 
during my football career. Its 
good to know that he is not 
doing it for his own interests but 
for seeing me go all the way and 
for that I respect him”. 


Brosque has sent out a stern 
message to many that he will 
simply not be yet another victim 
to explore the European scene 
and come back in a hurry like so 
many youth players have done 
in the past. 

“Jp’s all about setting logical 
aims in your playing career. My 
first two seasons will be impor- 
tant for me. 

I know the first will be the 
toughest as I will need to get 
accustomed to the country, leam 
the language and fit the lifestyle 
as well as play good football 
week in week out, I understand 
that the Belgium league is rather 
physical as Dominic Longo. 
‘once explained to me. 

It's tough so it will strength- 
en me as a player. Hopefully in 
those two years I can impress 
the directors at Feyenoord who 
will hopefully get me back play- 


ing for them. 

‘Alex is not the only 
Australian player on the Dutch 
giants books. 


Former Parramatta Power 
striker and current Socceroo 
and Olyroo star Brett Holman 
has been placed in a similar 
proposition. 

Holman signed a five-year 
deal with Feyenoord but the 
past two seasons has seen the 
ace marksman play for Dutch 
2nd Division side Excelsior. 


(Continued on page 7) 


emer Australia internation- 

‘al Ned Zelic is ready to 
become one of the first big- 
name signings of the new 
National Premier League com- 
petition. 

Zelic is currently in home- 
town Canberra waiting for the 
new comp to take off and has 
told close friends he intends to 
take part in the league's inau- 


gural season. 
The former Borussia 
Dortmund ace has been playing 


in the Japan with the Urawa 
Diamonds. 
kkk 
We agent of Leeds United 
striker Mark Viduka has 
flown to Europe to finalise the 
Australian's future. 

While there have been claims 
from many agents declaring 
they’re representing Viduka, the 
final word will be left with 
Melbourne-based lawyer Rudi 
Horvat. 

Tribalfootball.com — under- 
stands that while 
Middlesbrough are in the frame 
to land Viduka, Horvat is pre- 
pared to listen to offers from the 
continent. 

Juventus coach Fabio 
Capello has been made aware of 
Viduka’s situation during a 
series of talks last week on the 
subject of Christian Vieri’s 
future at Inter Milan. 

With Inter now appointicg 
Roberto Mancini as new coach, 
Vieri is expected to stay at the 
San Siro rather than return :o 
Juve. 

Tribalfootball.com has been 
told the Turin giants will now 
try for Viduka, who can be 
signed for a fraction of Vieri’s 
transfer fee and also his person- 


aussiesabroad 


BY Mark Stavroulakis & Daniel Kuziow 


al demands are modest com- 
pared to the Sydney-born Italian 
international. 
kk kk 

iLe Pogliacomi’s decision to 

re-sign with Oldham 
Athletic hinged on the club 
adding a new goalkeeper coach 
to its staff for next season, 

Former West Brom keeper 
Stuart Naylor is Oldham’s new 
full-time keeper coach, which 
was a demand made by Latics 
No] Pogliacomi ahead of sign- 
ing a new contract. 

‘The Australian turned down 
offers from higher division 
clubs, including Crystal Palace 
to stay with the Latics. 

eK KX 
irystal Palace boss Iain 
‘Dowie fears losing defend- 
et Tony Popovic for nothing 
before the start of the new sea- 
son. 

‘The Australia international is 
off contract and is attracting 
serious interest from Cardiff 
City. 

Its been suggested Popovic is 
on the verge of a Bosman move 
to the Welsh giants, though 
Dowie still plans to hold talks 
with the defender when he 
returns to London for preseason 
training. 

ae ae ns 
pa are chasing 
Perugia goalkeeper Zeljko 
Kalac, 

Kalac currently in relegation 

mode with Perugia against 
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Fiorentina, was watched by 
Panathiniakos scouts in their 
two legs and were rather 
impressed with the tall custodi- 
an 


The beanpole Aussie keeper 
has admitted he is likely to 
leave Perugia if they're relegat- 
ed. 

kk KR 
yer Aberdeen striker 
David Zdrilic has launched 
an astonishing attack on former 
manager Steve Paterson. 

“T wasted a year of my life at 
Aberdeen and Steve Paterson 
was the man responsible,” he 
told the Press & Journal. 

“[t’s just a shame Jimmy 
Calderwood didn’t take over 
sooner to save my career in 
Scotland. 

“Paterson is the worst man- 
ager [’ve come across. He 
divided the dressing-room by 
constantly slaughtering the 
players. He was never wrong, it 
was always someone else’s 


“His endless criticism 
destroyed the team spirit. He 
had no coaching qualifications 
and it showed,” continued 
Zatilic. 

“Often days would go by 
without him attending training. 
When he did turn up, there was 
little input.” 

Zdrilic was also angry at 
Paterson’s decision to release 
forward Scott Booth. 

Zatilic said: “It was illogical 


and ill-judged. Booth was a 
class act. 

“Tt amazes me Peterson was- 
n't sacked earlier because it was 
obvious the Aberdeen job was 
far too big for him.” 

Meanwhile Ghent and Lierse 
are stepping up their interest for 
Aberdeen striker David Zdrilic, 

‘The Australia international is 
off contract at the Dons and 
been told he is free to find 
another club. 

New Ghent coach George 
Leekens is keen to build his 
attack around Zdrilic, who is 
also wanted by long-time 
admirers Lierse with their squad 
undergoing an overbaul during 
the close-season, 

kkk 
ustralian U20's striker Jay 
cas is expected to sign 
with Welsh side Cardiff City it 
was stated last week. 

The former Southampton 
striker who had a rather trouble- 
some season due to a chronic 
injury that sidelined him for 
most of the year gained serious 
attention from the Welsh squad. 

Currently on holidays in 
Australia, Lucas will depart for 
Cardiff and start pre-season 
there where he hopes a contract 
will come his way. 

Known to many as being the 
next ‘Mark Viduka’, Lucas’ size 
and ability to score goals 
through his aerial dominance 
are what has made him a target 
for the club. 


Ta haf han! 
omer Parramatta Power 
defender Andrew Durante 
flew secretly out of Sydney last 
week bound for Malaysia. 

After suffering a horrific bro- 
ken leg injury that sidelined the 
defender for most of the year, 
Durante felt that it was vital to 
kick start his playing career by 
gaining match fitness in Asia. 

It is expected that Durante 
will sign a contract in the next 
few days. 

Pe yf tae 
ormer UI7 and U20 keeper 
Jess Van Stratten explained 
his delight after his club Hellas 
Verona survived the dreaded 
drop from Serie B to Serie C 
last week. 

Verona’s two-nil away win 
against Como was enough to 
see the club see yet another 
Serie B season. 

“Tts good to know that the 
club will be in the Serie B next 
year as it is still regarded as one 
of the best sides in Italy. Having 
them play in Serie C would 
have been a disaster for the side 
but hopefully this will pump the 
side in doing one better and get- 
ting back into the Serie A next 
year”. 


ABSW (8) 


ahill, Moore and Aloisi tipped for Olyroo call-up 


By Mark Stavroulakis 14-year-old. The green light skipper Ljubo Milicevic and Serbia. The Australians t Japan for some final he deciding against going. will not let a club like Parma 
was given tothe Sydney bom through injury. fave been put in a tough preparations before the big “I have to goto Italy and down. I wish the squad all 
Ii bets are poised at midfielder who since has Finally, gun striker John draw with Argentina, Serbia one in August, One of see what the story is with — the best in Athens”. 
Tim Cahill, Craig starred for the Socceroos. Aloisi has also been calledto and Tunisia making up the Australia’s most talented Parma. I have two years left Tt was rumoured that 
Moore and John His box to box running is the plate. group. players, Parma’s Marco onmycontractandI’dliketo Belgian based Archie 
Aloisi making up the three somewhat of a trait Farina Currently playing his trade Currently on a two-week — Bresciano was also asked to fulfil them, however I want Thompson, a same that the 
over-age players in Frank — will enjoy having in Athens. in the Spanish Primera Liga camp in Switzerland, the side be part of the squad but toknowhow farthe club will Australian public has not 
Farina’s Olyroo squad for (Read more on Tim for Osasuna, his goal poach- will then move to England  “Bresh” stated that his hectic go in terms of finance. | heard of for quite some time 
the Athens 2004 Olympics.  Cahill’s rise to fame on Page ing skills will be needed for some games before going European schedule was what know that the Italian public _ could have been a choice, 
The trio have had their 4) against the likes of Argentina 
names voiced from close Socceroo skipper Craig 
sources to ABSW. Moore will also hold this 
After an unforgettable moment as one of his finest 
year with Millwall, Cahill — achievements ever. 
will surely lap up his Currently on the move 
Olympic experience. from Scottish —_ giants 
ts been a torrid time for Glasgow Rangers, it will be 
‘Tim in terms of representing fitting to see Moore use his 
Australia after he wore the defensive skills with the 
Western Samoan shirt ss a probable absence of Olyroo 


Victorian Soccer Federation 


VSF ACADEMY PROGRAM 


The Victorian Soccer Federation is the governing body for soccer in Victoria. We are committed to 
providing a quality service to the broad community with integrity and professional excellence. 
Through open communications and a dedication to equal opportunity, our vision is to be the most 
outstanding sporting body in Australia, leading to success in the world game. 


1 November 2004 will see the VSF launch the new and exciting VSF Academy Program throughout 
Victoria to cater for elite development in boys and girls aged 11 to 16 years. The program sees the 
State of Victoria divided into ten metropolitan areas and six country areas, with specific development 
programs designed to target the following age groups: boys under 11’s, 12’s, 13's, 14’s, 15's & 16's 
and girls under 12's, 14's and 16's. 
Tim Cahill - is primmed The program will revolutionise the existing process we have in place and will take a holistic approach 
for an Olyroo call-up. to coaching and developing our talented players throughout Victoria. The program will be a combi- 
nation of best practices throughout the world and our very own regional centers of excellence and 
Talent ID activities of the past decade. 


We require sultably qualltied and experienced individuals with the highest quality coaching and com- 
munication skills for the following positions: 


SUN 10AM-12NOON 
‘Sytineywide Phone: 9949 5247 @ Mobile 0418 263 644 


TINDERBOX 
OPAL 


DISCOUNTS 


@ Head Coach 

@ Coach 

®@ Assistant Coach 

@ Team Manager 

@ Physiotherapists / Sports trainers 


WIN IT LIKE BECKHAM! 
July & Sept school holidays 
Coaches direct from the UK, UEFA/ FA qualified coaches 
Boys & Girls 4 to 16 years old 
Berkeley Sports Club , Wilkinson St, Berkeley 
(1min of freeway) 

Clinics from 9am to 1pm & 2pm to 6pm 
‘T-Shirts, Caps, Drinks Bottles, Boot Bag, Certificate 
all included in price 
410 5 years $60 - 6 to 16 years $120 
For booking call Chris on 0419 483 970 or e-mail us on 
cpk3c@optusnet.com.au 


|Win it like Graeme Smith from Bossley Park who| 
is off to the UK 


Buy Direct from 
Zac’ Opal Miner 
Australian Soccer Association Accreditation is essential for all Coaching positions. 
For the people 
with more taste 
than money 


07 Gallery Level, 
Centrepoint, 
‘Sydney. NSW. 2000 


Position outlines and further information on the new structure can be found on our 
website www.soccervictoria.org.au 


Please forward your application marked ‘Private and Confidential’ by 
Friday 9 July — Head Coach Only 
Friday 23 July — All other positions 


Attn: The Recrultment Officer 
Email: recruit@ soccervictoria.org.au 
Fax: 03 9682 9650 


Telephone: 
02 9221 0535 


To compete in the world skills test 
www. bobbycharltonsoccerschools.com 
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EURO 2004 CHA SHIP WINNER 


GREECE v SPAIN 


EURO 200% GROUP A WINNER 


x 
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ABSW: 


Cool Cahill the new face of 


im Cahill’s recent 
exploits in football 


have been widely 
advertised all across 
Australia, everyone seems 
to want to know him. 

Readers of ABSW bow- 
ever have witnessed his rise 
in football through the pages 
of this esteemed publication. 
When he was rejected by 
Sydney Olympic and 
shunned by _ previous 
Australian soccer adminis- 
trations we saw him rise 
through the ranks of Millwall 
Feotball club. Now he stands 
almost at the top of the 
mountain with Australian 
Tepresentation and an FA 
Cup final under his belt. He 
could well be, if Harry and 
Dukes fail to turn up, the face 
of Australian football in 
years to come. 

He had a brief holiday 
back home recently and we 
caught up with him for a per- 
sonal interview. 


ABSW: It’s been a busy 
couple of weeks for you 
hasn't it? 

TC: It has definitely been 
a busy couple of weeks but 
also a great couple of weeks, 
A couple of weeks I won't 
forget too quickly. It has 
been brilliant obviously with 


Australian Soccer 


the FA Cup and the main 
highlight being joining up 
with the Australian lads, 


ABSW: Looking back, 
when the semis of the FA 
Cup were played Millwall 
were in the play off frame 
but fell away at season's 
end. Haw much of an effect 
does making an FA Cup 
final make on a club as a 
whole, both positive and 
negative? 

TC: It was massive as a 
club obviously but where we 
lost out was in the league, 
not getting to the play offs 
was the biggest downfall to 
it Losing someone like 
Kevin Muscat, one of the 
most influential players. in 
our team and the captain, and 
then Danny Dichio cost our 
team too. 

Overall we need to look at 
the FA Cup run as a huge 
positive to the club and it 
will probably not happen 
again for a long time. The 
whole build up to the game 
was fantastic and although its 
effect on our league position 
was quite harmful it is & 
memory we can keep in our 
minds forever. 


ABSW: Millwall have 
been portrayed down the 
years as a long ball team but 
you know as a midfielder 
you have much more free= 
dom than that. However in 


the FA cup final some criti- 
cised the side for sitting 
back more than usual, Was 
that the tactics or just the 
way the game panned out? 

TC: It was a bit contro- 
versial, I like to get forward 
and make things happen , but 
as T am not the gaffer I must 
do what I am told. We were 
under strict instructions to 
play 4-5-1 by Wisey and Ray 
(Wilkins) and be defensive 
and not get caught out. 

Obviously we let in a silly 
goal just before half time 
through some poor defend- 
ing and we went into the 
break 0-1 down, 

Tthought myself we would 
0 for it in the second half 
and it was disappointing it 
did not pan out that way. I 
Took back on it and think T 
would like to have gone forit 
more but we didn’t and it's 
done, we played out our tac- 
tics and did what we had to, 
just like we had before and 
that had got us to the final It 
was 3-0 in the end, maybe 
not deservedly what with the 
second goal being a penalty 
and the third one offside but 
that is how it ended, It may 
have ended a lot closer than 
it did, as for the long ball 
game criticism, that went out 
along time ago. 


ABSW: You mention Ray 
Wilkins what sort of influ 
ence does he have on 


Take a good look at Australia’s next soccer superstar 


Millwall. as assistant to 
Dennis Wise? 

TC: To all those who 
don’t know who Ray Wilkins 
was he played for 
Manchester United, Chelsea, 
Rangers and AC Milan. He 
won an FA Cup and has been 
in a load of domestic and 
European competitions as 
well as playing for his coun- 
ty. 

So his experience is fan- 
tastic, add to that he has great 
character and shares his 
knowledge on football with 
those willing to listen, He 
talks to you and helps your 
game not only on the park 
but off it as well. It goes a 
long way for a footballer like 
myself to build confidence 
and composure in my play. 

For example for the strike 
against Sunderland, I had 
worked on my finishing with 
Ray for the last six months, 
controlling the ball rather 
than thrashing it. The work 
with him paid huge divi- 
dends. 


ABSW: You flew out to 
Australia straight to 
Adelaide and have scored 
six goals in three games, 
five with your head. 
Something people don’t 
Know here is your strength 
in the air, and you are often 
found at the far post ready 
to put the ball away from 
long crosses. 

Somebody like Ahmad 
Elrich likes putting the ball 
into that spot, last season for 
the likes of Ante Milicic, 
and it seems to benefit your 
game uy well whilst playing 
for Australia because you 
were able to capitalise on 
the crosses coming in. 

TC: Yes definitely, play- 
ers like Ahmed are fantastic 
players coming up through 
the ranks. He is quick and 
powerful and he can put a 
cross in. He scored his first 
senior goal against Fiji the 
other day and he is pushing 
some of the more established 
and experienced players in 
the team. 

He telps motivates the 
Players in front of him to 
keep their game at a high 
level. There are others there 
who play like that to like 
Stan Laziridis who run down 
the line and cross the ball. 
People don’t know about my 
heading but hopefully they 
will soon find out soon com- 
ing. T have always said I like 
to do my business on the 
pitch and not so much off it, 
hopefully there is more to 
come. 


ABSW: We look to now, 
‘you would be looking to take 
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one*of the three over age 
places in the Olympic squad, 
if you were offered that 
would you go for it consider- 
‘ing you have preseason and 
lots of other things on at the 
same time, 

TC: Well I do have all 
sorts of things on and also 
being in the last year of my 
contract it could make things 
difficult but the thing is there 
are not many Olympics that 
come around that a young 
player like myself can play in 
and being an overage player 
there are even fewer chances 
so there is not a shadow of a 
doubt in my mind that if 
selected that I would defi- 
nitely be there. It is some- 
thing that I want to do and I 
am just thankful I am in the 
reckoning for it. Hopefully, 
fingers crossed, I will get the 
opportunity. 


ABSW: You speak of your 
contract expiring, what are 
the prospects for Millwall 
this season? Will they look 
to buy players and build on 
Tast season or do you think 
you will have to look to the 
open market to play at a 
higher level? 

TC; For myself if I see out 
my contract until January 
then I have to try and get 
Millwall promoted. If not I 
have to look at playing the 
highest level I can and that is 
in the Premiership. If given 
the chance I would like to 


Tim Cahill celebrating one of his many goals for the Roos in Adelaide 


prove | can handle it. Time 
will tell whether that is with 
Millwall or if I have to move. 
If Millwall want to keep 
things progressing they will 
have to make signings 
though, 


ABSW: English football 
Seems to suit your ploy 
would you look to Europe or 
stay in England? 

TC: At the momeat 
England is my priority but I 
‘have come all the way over 
from Australia so I would not 
rule out a move anywhere 
oversees as long as the foot- 
ball is good and I am secure 
and all my family is safe, So 
T would not rule out anything 
but England is my priority 
tight now. 


ABSW: People in 
England and especially in 
London know who Tim 
Cahill is but you have come 
home this time to Australia 
and in Adelaide and Sydney 
people now know who you 
are, is that a strange feel- 
ing? 


TC: I’m mixed really, 1 
don’t know what to think. 
People obviously know me 
as the kid who played in the 
FA Cup but as | said what I 
want them to know me for is 
my football. I do interviews 
mainly to promote soccer in 
Australia, not myself. I am 
hot too fussed if people still 
don’t know me because they 


will know me for how I play 
the game, not anything else. 
Inthe end as long as my fam- 
ily knows me and I am safe 
and healthy and playing good 
football that is all that mat- 
ters. Hopefully you will hear 
a lot from me in the future 
through how I play the game, 


‘Tim Cahill is a confident 
young man and as is evident 
above does not always like 
being in the media spotlight. 
He is much more confident 
on a pitch than in front of a 
camera. It is a delicate bal- 
ance, the confident and 
strong player on one side and 
a personal chardcter whom is 
shy and modest on the other. 

Add to that a passion for 
his country and the colours 
of green and gold, forged 
through many years of being 
denied Australian represent- 
ation. Just those characteris- 
tics make him a great face for 
the new age of football in 
this country, 

He would make a great 
Olympian, and what a hat 
trick that would be, the FA 
Cup final, Australian repre- 
sentation and an Olympics. I 
wonder if he regrets being 
told by some people at 
Sydney Olympic that he was 
not going to make it as 2 
footballer all those years ago 
— look at Tim now though, 
since then the talented mid- 
fielder has never looked 
back. 


“Soccer Camps Blast 
Off Soon” 


ngland winning 1-0 after 90 minutes, but 
two minutes later two Zidane goals lift 
incumbent European Champions France to 
a shock victory, 

Host nation Portugal shockingly goes down 2-1 to 
underdogs Greece, and Greece early yesterday morn- 
ing (Monday), escaped jail to qualify for the Second 
Phase of the Championship despite going down 2-1 to 
the previously winless Russia. 

‘The electric excitement generated by this colourful 
current Euro-2004 Championships being played in 
Portugal, have yet again underlined the code of Soccer 
as the World’s No 1 sport 

Next inonth, (July 5-9 in fact), the “Pacific Umbro 
Soccer Camps” kick-off for the School Holidays. 

The live telecasting direct out of Portugal of the 
current European Championships which blasted off 
Tast week-end, plus the last World Cup Finals, have 
generated an enormous interest for children to take up 
playing Soccer, 

Already kids at school are talking about their 
newly-found Soccer heroes. 

‘The new ‘Nike! television commercial of a friend- 
ly match between Portugal and Brasil, not only is elec- 
trifying, but highlights just how exciting the game of 
Soccer really is. Today, more than ever, Australian 
school Kids are fully acquainted with such names as 
Beckham, Roberto Carlos, Ronaldinho, Diouf, 
Morientes, Raul, Recoba, Silva, Ashley Cole, Robbie 
Keane, Hong, Inamato, Klose, Figo, Owen, Ronaldo, 
Rivaldo, Femando Hierro, Vieri, Tot, etc. 

The Euro 2004 Championships as well as the last 
World Cup, have infected thousands of new 
Australian school kids to Soocer who now are rapidly 
developing a stronger passion for the game. “The 
Game’ that’s believed to be played in heaven, 

With the July School Holidays just around the cor- 


SPONSOR OF WORLD 
CHAMPIONS 
IS PROUD TO 
PRESENT THE 


PACIFIC UMBRO SOCCER CAMP 


ner, where better than to get the kids out of the house 
and esrolled into the “Pacific Umbro Soccer Camps” 
at one of the 15 centres across Sydaey. 

Australia's largest and most reputable Soccer clin- 
ics, ate “THE PACIFIC UMBRO SOCCER CAMPS” 
having now been established just over 22 years. The 
Pacific Umbro Soccer Camps have been strategically 
set upat 15 geographically-convenient centres stretch- 
ing the vast region of Sydney. 

“The Pacific Umbro Soccer Camps” have been 
organised at Canterbury, Caringbah, Castle Hill, 
Chatswood, Eastwood, Emu Plains, Freachs Forest, 
Hunters Hill, Hurstville, Kellyville, Kirrawee, Mona 
Vale, Pennant Hills, Quakers Hill, St Clair and at St 
Tres. 

Each individual Centre has Indoor facilities in case 


of wet weather, 


These meticulously planned quality Soccer Camps 
‘over the past two decades have been well designed 
and fine-tuned by the highly experienced Technical 
Director, Mr Richard Alagich. 

Mr Alagich stated to ABSW : “I’m very proud of 
‘our Soccer Camps and the strong reputation we have 
tenaciously worked for to build up over these long 
years. 

“I confess it has been very hard work as we have 
consciously strived to give quality, as well as excellent 
value, to all young students enrolling in our Camps. 

Mr Alagich went on to add: “In recent years our 
reputation in coaching youngsters has reached over- 
seas including Japan. The Pacific Umbro Soccer 
‘Camps have been specifically structured to cater for 
boys and girls from the ages of 6 through to 14 years,” 
Mr Alagich elaborated. 

Each Camp offers 20 hours of technical and tacti- 
cal, coaching, and each enrolled student receives a 
Pacific Umbro Soccer Camp T-Shirt plus free drinks. 

‘The highly experienced and well-known Fred Wall, 
the Camps’ Manager and leading Youth Goalkeeping 
coach, during the coming July Camps will be based at 
the St Ives Soccer Camp centre. 

Special discounts are available for families, Groups 
or Club registrations. The four hour daily Camps kick- 
off on Monday July 5 and go though till Friday July 9, 

Registrations to attend these excellent July School 
holiday Soccer Camps close on 2nd July 2004. 
Enrolments must be fully completed by this last date 
to ensure your child’s acceptance into one of the 
above 15 and well situated Soccer Camps. 

For further information, booking enquiries and reg- 
istration, please make contact by phone the ‘Pacific 


Richard Alagich Technical Director 


Umbro Soccer. Camp’ —_ offices. on 
02-9977 2992 or by Faxing to 02-9977-0376. 
Don't leave it too late. 


CANTERBURY 


CARINGBAH 


CASTLE HILL 


CHATSWOOD 


EASTWOOD 


EMU PLAINS 


FRENCHS FOREST 


15 LOCATIONS 


SYDNEY WIDE 


See Inside 


Monday to Friday 9.00am to 1.00pm 
July 5-8 2008 


@ Officially Endorsed 
@ Established 1978 
® Child Protection No: 12098. 
@ Insurance Cover 


HUNTERS HILL 


HURSTVILLE 


KELLYVILLE 


KIRRAWEE 


MONA VALE 


PENNANT HILLS 


— Hurstville Boys High School 


CAMP LOCATIONS 


— Canterbury Boys High School 
Holden Street, Canterbury 


— Endeavour High School 
The Boulevarde, Caringbah 


— Castle Hill High School 
Castle Street, Castle Hill 


— Chatswood High School 
Centennial Avenue, Chatswood 


— Epping Boys High Schoo! 
Vimiera Road, Eastwood 


2.5 players 


6 or more players $1.45 (ea) 


ABSW ()} 


OR THE COACH 


quynd EDITION 
500 PAGES 


Richard Alagich’s 
Soccer Book 
Reviews 
“FIFA ... has no doubt that this 
well-thought and illustrated hand- 
ook will prove to be a great help 
for theoretical and practical training. We 
have fo congratulate the author on the work, and thank him 
for the service he has rendered football ... We warmly re- 
commend (this book) to every football fan.. 
from the foreward by JS Blatter, FIFA 


“We have studied this publication with great interest. (t) 
can be recommended especially to active youth coaches, 
be they professionals or amateurs. We would like to con- 
gratulate Richard Alagich on ... this project ..." 

Walter Gagg, head of Technical Department, FIFA 


“This book is the one most coaches ought to be looking for. 


Ittells you in a simplo and easy-to-follow yet analytical way 
how a footballer is fashioned — from a raw minor who has 
never kicked a ball in his life to a young adult, fully 
equipped and ready to play at the highest professional 
level..." 


Les Murray, SBS Television 
ORDER FORM 
First Name: 
Postcode: Tel 
Please tick if you require a personalised auto- 
graphed copy 0 by the author 
Price $30.00 
Postage and handling 
Total 


$ 30.00 
$_500 
$ 35.00 


Please return this form together with your 
cheque or money order to: 
Pacific Soccer 
PO Box 239, Manly NSW 2095 


PACIFIC — UMBRO 


SOCCER CAMP FEES 


with SPECIAL DISCOUNTS for your CLUB or FAMILY 
Get a group booking together and take advantage of these 


fantastic discounts 


FULL SESSION RATES 


GROUP BOOKING 
1 player $155 


FAMILY BOOKINGS 

1 child $155 

2 children $150 (ea) 

3 or more children $145 (ea) 


$150 (ea) 


Ifyou cannot attend all the camp sessions — 


— Nepean High School 
Great Wester H'way, Emu Plains 


— The Forest High School 
Frenchs Forest Rd, Frenchs Forest 


use our reduced session rate. 


UCED SESSION RATES 


— Hunters Hill High School 
Reiby Road, Hunters Hill 
1 Player 


Kenwyn Street, Hurstville 6 or More 


Group Booking 


2:5 Players 


Attending 
5 Days 
$155 
$150 
$145 


Attending 
4 Days 
$130 
$125 
$120 


Attending 
3 Days 
$105 
$100 

$ 95 


— Kellyville High Schoo! 
York Road, Kellyville 
1 Child 


—Kirrawee High School ae 


Hunter Street, Kirrawee 


3 plus Children 


Family Booking 


Attending 
5 Days 
$155 
$150 
$145 


Attending 
4 Days 
$130 
$125 
$120 


Attending 
3 Days 
$105 
$100 
$95 


— Kitchner Park 
Pittwater Rd, Mona Vale 


— Pennant Hills High School 


— Camp T 


— 20 hours of technical tactical coaching 


Shirt — Free Drinks 


(Note: Group bookings may be made by phone, fax or mail. The 


Lailtence Stieef Pennant Hie discount applied depends on the final number of Application 


— Quakers Hill High School 
Lalor Road, Quakers Hill 


for Participants 


Richard Alagicn 
Technical Director 


QUAKERS HILL 


CAMP BOOKING AND ENQUIRIES 


Ph: 9977 2992 Fax: 9977 0376 
email@pacificsoccer.com.au 


ST CLAIR — St Clair High School 


Endeavour Avenue, St Clair 


OR visit our website: | ALL LOCATIONS HAVE INDOOR FACILITIES 
wa pee Er IN THE EVENT OF WET WEATHER 
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VICTORIAN PREMIER LEAGUE 2003-04 


Round 17 Results 


iKnbe City 8Ct.Senscccpsa-<osves ee aay ‘a 
(Craig Kerr) 

Oakleigh Cannons SC .......... senaweeeeed 
(Xhezair Sulemani 2) 


aS 


Altona Magic SC... ..ccsseseeseceseaesd 
(Cameron Pino 2, Koce Delev, 

Marcus Stergiopoulos) 
Whittlesea Stallions SC ,, 


St Albans Saints SC. 
Fawkner BluesSC .. 
(Michael Ferrante 2, Vince Lia, Craig Murphy) 


16 
7 
7 
Boer 
17 
a 


Round 18 Fixtures 


Preston LionsSC 2.2... aaE ea sae 2 
(Steve Manceski, John Sapazovski) Fri, 25 Jun, 8:15PM 
assendon Royals SC .......cseseesreeeeeed Oakleigh Cannons SC _ vs, St Albans Saints SC 
(Michael Curcija) Sun, 27 Jun, 3:00PM 

Fawkner Blues SC _vs. Altona Magic SC 
Green Gully Cavaliers SC .......s.0s+e+e+.3 Frankston PinesSC__vs. Whittlesea Stallions SC 
(Nick Tsaltas, Nick Lazarveski, Peter Hadar) Essendon Royals SC vs. GG Cavaliers SC 
Bentleigh Greens SC ... Bentleigh Greens SC__ys. Knox City SC 
(CirsDriver) Mon, 28 Jun, 8:15PM 

Bulleen Zebras SC vs Preston Lions SC 


y Ben Coonan — who ae ona World Cup qual- through a tough Melanesian 


ification mission of their own. 

Regariless, the Solomons 
are closer than any island 
nation in history to achieving 
astounding success on the 


preliminary group, the 
Sclomons came to Parramatta, 
where they met Australia and 
‘Tahiti in a round robin where 
only the group winner pro- 


hen Teferee 
Eduardo 
Iturralde 


Gonzalez, blew full time in 


Australia's round five OFC world stage and regardless of _gressed to the next stage. failed to win one of their three 
Nations Cup clash in results in the coming years, The Solomons first up matches. 
Adelaide against the their already enthused public 13-0 drubbing at the hands of It is fair to say that the 


Solomon Islands, soccer as 
we know it in Oceania was 
changed forever: 

The Solomons 2-2 draw 
with Oceania’s traditional 
powerhouses instantaneously 
thrust the soccer mad 
Melanesians into the world 
soccer limelight, effectively 
rubbishing the Trans Tasman 


is in a state of delirium, 

Prior to the commencement 
of the Adelaide tournament, 
the Sclomons success on the 
world stage had been very lim- 
ited, with their first tilt at a 
World Cup spot arriving in 
1992 when attempting to qual- 
ify for USA 94,. 

Jt must be said that the 


the Qantas Socceroos was a 
fair indication of the resistance 
offered by the Solomons at this 
‘meet, although they did recov- 
er somewhat to past a credible 
6-2 loss the next time they met 
with the home team. 

Fast track another four 
years and the Solomons were 
this time vying for a place at 


region, 


stranglehold that has dominat- Solomons got off to quite a Korea/Japan 2002. 

ed FIFA’s youngest confedera- reasonable start. After being grouped with 

tion for decades, In their opening match ~ New-Zealand, Tahiti; Vanuata — Gillett. 
Make no mistake; the against Australia, the and. the Cook Yslands, the 

Solomon Islands have Solomons were unlucky to go Sclomons finished a disap- seems, 

achieved something remark- down 2-linthe dying minutes, pointing third place, having 

able thanks to a last gasp goal from surrendered their early advan- 


Essentially, the soccer mad Tommy McCallock, tage after losing to Tahiti and recently by their 1-0 loss to 
population of 510,000 that The Qantas Socceroos the hosts in their last two Samoa in the Olympic games 
reside in the tropical splendour reversed the Honiara score line matches, qualifiers) to a period of pros- 
of the Solomon Islands are 360 6-1 in Newcastle three weeks As far as the OFC Nations perity. 


later to draw curtains on the 
Solomons first World Cup 


Cup is concemed, the 
Solomons have been <lightly 


minutes away from celebrating 
seemingly impossible quali- 


fication for Germany 2006. matches. more successful, but not alto- 
‘Their task is notan easy one ‘The next Solomons Werld gether convincing. 

though. Cup adventure began in 1997 They failed to qualify for 
Tn their way are the Qantas and was a far less happy one the 1998 tournament in 


Brisbane but recovered to 
claim third spot two years later 


for the Melanesians. 
Having seen their way 


Socceroos, the unquestionable 
giants of the Oceania region 
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in Papeete, their highest inter- 
national honor to date. 

The 2002 toumament in 
Auckland was a forgettable 
‘one, after the Solomons exited 
at the group stage having 


Solomons have been the great 
underachievers of the Oceania 


Their raw talent exists in 
abundance and their will to 
succeed is notable, 

‘After so- many disappoint 
ing campaigns, the Solomons 
Jook to have finally put things 
‘ight and their fanatical home 
fans lay the credit scuarely at 
the feet of new coach Alan 


Gillett has, ovemight it 
transformed, the 
Solomons from an age of 
indifference (highlighted most 


He has already steered the 
Solomons through stage one of 
Oceania's qualifying path, 
conceding just one goal along 
the way, to Adelaide, where 
their only loss arrived against 
New Zealand in round two, 
despite dominating much of 


- Altona Magic made the Whittlesea Stallions’ day 
one that they'd rather forget after hammering them 
four-nil last Saturday night. 

‘The Stallions, who this year have changed their 
coach once, had a tough day at the office as goals 
from Koce Delev, Marcus Stergiopoulos and a brace 
from Cameron Pino helped Altona weave their 
magic. 

In the game’s other high scoring affair, the 
Fawkner Blues trounced St Albans five-nil in what 
was a one-sided affair. 

Two goals from former AIS graduate Michael 
Ferrante and a goal to the lad made famous by his 
spectacular mullet Vinny Lia were the highlight of 
the match. 

Preston Lions had a tough encounter against the 
Essendon Royals but proved victors in the end two- 
‘one. 


ound 17 of the Victorian Premier League 
concluded this week with some massive 


that shocked many Victorian fans. 
Oakleigh Cannons did it rather tough over last Former South Melbourne striker Stiven 
placed Knox City two-one. Mancevski and John Sapazovski cancelled out the 


Tt took two goals from former Melbourne Knights 
striker Xhezzair Sulemani to seal the Cannons 
victory and fourth place, 

It was Sulemani’s 10th goal of the season and con- 
tinued his successful run towards claiming the gold- 
en boot in the VPL. 


SURPRISE 


‘VPL's top scorer Michael Curcija with 14 goals. 

Finally, VPL leaders Green Gully Cavaliers had 
Nick Tsaltas, Nick Lazarveski and Peter Haier to 
thank as they continued their glory run as front run- 
ners in Victoria over the Bentleigh Greens. 


The Socceroos must be ary GOREN FE ACES who could pose as a major 
threat to the Australians in September. 
ing as far as results are con- which clearly contributed to 
cemed, featured some of the — their encouraging results in the 
brightest individual talent seen tournament. 
anywhere in Oceania. Captain Batram Suri, °33, 
‘Alick Maemae, who plays was one of the ‘original 


the match. 

Before the loss to the All 
Whites, Gillett was at the 
Solomons helm for their 
longest ever unbeaten run * 


seven matches that started and with Koloale in the Solomon Football Kingz lineup when 
finished with wins against tr- Islands S-League, is touted as they entered the NSL in 
ditional rivals Vanuatu. cone of the rising stars of 1999/00 and strike partner 


Oceanic soccer and has been 
one of the highlights of the 


The chances of a Solomons 
uprising have been known for 


Commins Menapi was an inte- 
gral member of Sydney 


while now and many will see Solomons Adelaide campaign. United’s team from the 
their success in Adelaide as Then, there is Australian 2000/01 season onwards, 
just rewards for a period based youngster Henry Menapi will forever be 


where, at youth level, the Fa’Arodo, who has previously immortalised by his soccer 


Solomons showed much enjoyed a stint with National mad nation because of his cru- 
promise. Soccer League outfit the cial brace against the Qantas 

This was exemplified in Melbourne Knights, although Socceroos and the seemingly 
early 2003, where the has since returned to his origi- ageless Suri is a virtual 


Solomons under 17 side, fea- 
turing current defensive linch- 
pin Nelson Sale, held New 
Zealand to a 0-0 draw at the 
Sunshine Coast after putting 
one past the Qantas Joeys en player though. 
Toute to a 3-1 loss in round In actual fact, the current 
one. Solomons lineup’ features 
This years Solomons under more NSL pedigree than any 
23 team, although disappoint- that was on show in Adelaide, 


nal Australian club, Victorian 
Premier League side Fawkner 
Blues. 

Fa’Arodo is not the only 
NSL experienced Solomons 


celebrity in his home country. 
‘The emergence of a unique 
soccer nation has truly arrived 
and Australia’s playoffs with 
the Solomons in October of 
this year and September 2005 
promise to be a true celebra- 
tion of the beautiful game, 
regardless of the result. 


from the 


dressing sheds 


by Mark Stavroulakis 


NSW Premier League piace: 
finals success VICTORIA 
QUEENSLAND 
What an amazing feat it was for SOCCER NSW to . SOUTH AUSTRALIA. 


have had more than 5000 spectators in this year’s 
Premier League grand-final that saw the Bankstown One weekend competition in regional city, ie, Coffs 
Lions prove too strong for Canberra’s Belconnen Blue Harbour 

Devils two-nil. ‘Two semis Friday night 

From all reports everything went toatee onthe day 3rd place play-off & Final Sunday afternoon 
with many people enjoying the festivities that were on 
hand thanks to SOCCER NSW. 

If this is any indication as to what we will all expect 
from the new league then I for one am teally excited. 

Pulling through a five thousand plus crowd was 
only a teaser on what we will all see next season, 

With Sydney Olympic, Sydney United, Marconi 
and the Wollongong Wolves set to take part in next 
season’s reformed league, new and old derbies will be 
seen, 

Sydney United vs Bonnyrige White Eagles — 
Marconi Stallions vs A.PI.A. Leichhardt Tigers, 
Sydney Olympic vs St George, all these and more will 
be mouth-watering clashes for any supporter. 

For those of you who missed last week’s ABSW, 
here is the new concept SOCCER NSW have used 
with the announcement of four new clubs. 


NSW PREMIER LEAGUE 


JP gains green light 
from Stallions 


‘The Marconi Stallions have given the go ahead to 


2004-05 Season ‘one of Australia’s ‘youngest coaches in Jean Paul de 
— Marigny in keeping the squad-for next season; ——- 
Premiership Season Whether it be in the NSW Premier League or the 


APL, JP will be pulling the strings from the coach’s 
dugout. 

“At the moment its playing the waiting game as to 
what will be Marconi’s fate in the Australian soccer 
game. My situation at the club is fairly solid with the 


16 teams, single league 

15 weekly rounds (each team plays all others once) 
Starts weekend 20/21 November 2004 
‘Three-week Christmas break weekends 

18/19 December to 8/9 January inclusive 
Resume-15/16 January 

Ends weekend 19/20 March 2005 

* First past the post wins NSW Premiership 


we are in the Premier League. I would like nothing 
more than coaching the Stallions in the best division 
but again I stress we have to wait and see”, 

JP believes that the Stallions have what it takes to 


‘Championship Season be part of Australia’s eight team format but new struc- 
tures must be put in place for the club to reach the elite 

* 16 teams competition. 
* Two leagues of 8 teams each “A good structure must obviously be put into place 
+ Retain points from Premiership season at the club for a chance to gain a spot in the APL. Its 
* Top 8 in Championship Group been noted that the SOCCER NSW bid want to amal- 
+ Bottom 8 in Challenger Group gamate with club or clubs in Sydney and 1 think it 
* Tweekly rounds (each team plays all others once) Would be brilliant to see the Stallions do just that. Its 
* Reverse fixtures from Premiership Season g0od to get to the grassroots level and you need SOC- 


CER NSW. Its tough though with the timing of every- 
thing as in any professional set-up, you need to get 
your full squad and a staff which is not a day night 
thing”. 


between teams 
Starts weekend 2/3 April 2005 

Ends weekend 14/15 May 2005 
Continental Tyres Cup Final 21 May 


Known as having a stranglehold on one of the 
Targest areas in Sydney in terms of football, JP 
believes that more promotion in the western suburbs 
of Sydney will develop many more quality players. 

“Marconi has been known since their induction into 
the NSL as one of the best football clubs in Australia, 
‘The western suburbs or Sydney are known for being a 
major Marconi area with football being played in 


Championship Group 
‘Top Four go direct to Finals Series 


Challenger Group 
Bottom Three relegated to Winter Super League 
‘Top Team goes to Finals Series as Wild Card 


Fimalneeries almost every little suburb there”. 
(current NSW PL. format) Away from the Stallions, the Marconi manager 
hailed the recent acquisition of Ron Smith as techni- 
* Starts weekend 28/29 May 2005 cal adviser as one of the best appointments so far by 


the ASA. 

“John O'Neill has really done well in getting Ron 
Smith the adviser’s job. Ron has done a tremendous 
job for the Australian game at the AIS and is well 
respected by many players and coaches from across 
the country. He knows many of the players but it was 
good bringing someone with his knowledge in. The 
ASA have a number of quality people working for 


Grand Final weekend 18/19 June 2005 


NSW PREMIER LEAGUE 


2004-05 16 labs them on the board that [ am sure will swing things 
2005-06 14 clubs saat mete JP's senior players whom he 
2006-07 12 clubs stipe yp eS 
Pan Australian Clob Championship waa ein aie a five-year deal with 
Proposed October 2005 Dutch side Feyenoord had this to say about JP. 


“I've known JP for a while and through time we've 
developed a good relationship in terms of coaching 


Club wanting to retain me for new year regardless if * 


Jean Paul De Marigny will be at Marconi 
next year either in the APL or the NSW 
Premier League. 
~and-making-me into-a better player. He proved-many 
people wrong in his rookie year by finishing in the top 
six with many believing we had no chance. Especially 
when We had a run of six or more games in less than 
& month, he certainly put back the respect into the 


“Brosque 
European 


(Continued from page 2) 

Away from his transfer, the former AIS graduate 
was one proud Australian after playing three games 
for the Socceroos which caught the striker by sur- 
prise. 

“| was really amazed at how fast things hap- 
pened. After Paul Agostino pulled out of the OFC 
tournament through injury I got a call-up the day 
before the match against Fiji and was told that I was 
needed. It was unbelievable. I was happy just being 
there but playing three matches for the senior squad 
really boosted my moral up”. 

Socceroo keeper and known to many as the 
‘Spider’, Zeljko Kalac came into the spotlight in the 
Roos last match against the Solomon Islands and 
accused the rookie Socceroo stars of not pulling 
enough weight for their country. 

“Zeljko is a senior squad member and he has 
been there and done that in both club and country so. 
everyone respects that. Obviously the comments he 
made were a little harsh but it’s the seniors way of 
getting us young boys prepared for the big thing”. 

Angust 2004 will come as a precious month for 
the youngster as he will be set on'a world stage with 
millions of people watching as the Athens 2004 
Olympic Games kick-off. 

Known as a main player for Frank Farina’s 
squad, Brosque has been itching for this moment 
for quite some time now. 

“Its really unreal knowing that I have the chance 
of representing my country at an Olympic Games. I 
cannot wait, We have a tough preparation schedule, 
we head off to Switzerland for two weeks, fly to 
England for a few games then its off to Japan for a 
final hit-out with a few clubs before the real thing. 
Tthink we have been placed in a pretty tough group 
with South American giants Argentina posing as 
our biggest threat. Serbia too will be really strong as 
they came runners up in Europe this year but we do 


ready 


EURO 2004 Fever 


This year’s EURO 2004 Championships have real- 
ly been one of high quality but its been great to see so 
many people join in on the party here in Sydney. 

For those of you who weren’t fortunate enough to 
travel to Portugal, waking up in the wee hours of the 
morning to watch either the 2am or 4.45am geme, or 
in my case both have really caught the Euro fever. 

‘Many areas have been hit with the fever across 
Sydney — the Italians have been hitting Leichhardt and 
the Marconi club for their fix, the Greeks in Brighton, 
the Portuguese at Marrickville’s Fraser Park and the 
Croatians at Smithfield. 

Lets not forget the English who have sprawled 
across every pub in Sydney’s CBD for a glimpse on 
their beloved squad. 

Tt’s a time where everyone and everything stops. 

P'm sure many people have missed the odd occa- 
sion of work, or have come in late with a sudden flu 
but it happens once every four years. 

Get ready though as after the Euro finishes, most 
European countries will have kick-started their prepa- 
rations for the new season — football is an amazing 
game that never stops... 


challenge 


ot know too much about them. Tunisia we are well 
aware of after playing them in a friendly match a 
few months ago going down one-nil but I know we 
learned a lot from that game”, 

Back to the local scene, Alex’s beloved Marconi 
Stallions have a fight of their own in knowing their. 
fate whether the APL or the new SOCCER NSW 
Premier League will be their destined league. 

“Tbelieve that the Stallions do have what it takes 
to be part of the APL. Its obviously going to be 
tough trying to crack into an eight-team competition 
but with the right people in charge at the club, 
things should happen for the best. In saying that, if 
the club does go to the Premier League that is not a 
total loss. It will certainly spice up the competition 
against clubs they have not played for years. I wish 
them the best in their future as I know they are one 
of the best clubs in the Australian scene”, 

Known as one of Australia’s rising young man- 
agers, Brosque’s former coach Jean Paul de 
Marigny knows that his young protégée is ready for 
the big time overseas. 

“I first came across Alex in the Under 13’s at 
Southern Districts who were a sister club to 
Marconi back then. Ever since then, { have moni- 
tored his career at the club and at the AIS, You 
could see he was talented from a young age, He was 
quick, comfortable with the ball, had a good tem- 
perament and came from a good family. 

“The one aspect I realized about Alex was that he 
was always willing to lean and try new things. He 
always wanted extra training sessions in perfecting 
his skills. I think this move has come at an ideal 
time to expert his skills on a higher scale in Europe, 
It will take him a while to get used to it in regards 
to settling in but 1 think he has a good chance of 
cracking it into the big time”, said the Marconi 
coach. 


By Mark Stavroulakis 
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Divided Loyalties 


By Troy Van Dyk 


talian midfielder Stefano 

Fiore has publicly burst oat 

at fellow Azzurri member 
Mauro Camoranesi due to the 
fact that’ he is actually 
‘Argentinean with Italian back- 
ground. 

This is most likely because the 
Lazio midfield maestro has lost his 
place to the Camoranesi who plays 
his club football for Juventus. 

This is obviously not good for 
team harmony right before their 
game against Denmark, but it is 
doubtful that it will have any 
adverse affects on the side. 
‘Though throughout the history of 
football many players have not 
played for the country of their 
birth or even switched teams it is 
not as though the Bianconeri play- 
er has suddenly created a new 
trend. 

Recently Deco of FC Porto and 
Portugal is Brazilian in origin end 
only chose Portugal after he was 
passed over ironically by Scolari 
‘who was Brazilian coach at the 
time and is-now the coach of the 
Iberians and wished for Deco to 
get his passport changed. 

This in a way mirrors what 
Camoranesi done as he only 
thought of joining Ttaly when he 
was overlooked for a friendly 
match against the Netherlands 


New Zealand Soccer 
review Kiwi set-up 


the 2006 World Cup. Mick 
Waitt bas not been dismissed, 
the tem of his contract was 


sa part of the New 
Zealand rebuilding 
process, the role of 


Head Coach Mick Waitt was always subject to the 2006 new era of players following 
evaluated and reviewed with WC campaign ending. our appearance in France last 
NZS CEO Bill MacGowan No new appointment will year. 

and NZS Director of be made until the job descrip- The role of Head Coach is 


Football Paul Smalley. 
That evaluation took place 
in the context of a thorough 


tion bas been finalised in 
detail and approved by the 
Board. That approval will be 


which Argentina lost 1-0 with out 
him. 

The Italian national team has a 
history of poaching South 
‘American players for their side, 
Luis Monti of Argentina was one 
of the original “hard men” of foot- 
ball and after moving to Juventus 
played for Italy in their 1938 
World Cup wins. Milan’s Alfatini 
(also known as Mazzola) played 
for Brazil in the Copa America but 
moved to Milan and played for 
Italy in the 1962 World Cup. 

In the fifties and sixties Alfredo 
Di Stefano played for three nations 
including Argentina, Colombia 
and Spain. He changed national 
teams as soon as he moved country 
the same went for Kubula who. 
played for Czechoslovakia, 
Hungary and Spain. But there is 
many reasons why players decide 
to change national teams besides 
for not being picked for their par- 
ticular national team setup. 

Croatian Robert Prosinecki is 
the only player to have scored for 
two different countries in the 
World Cup (for Yugoslavia in 
1990 and for Croatia in 1998) and 
he his national team compatriots 
changed from Yugoslavia to the 
new nation of Croatia when it was. 
formed. Francileudo dos Santos 
who was in stunning form for 
Tunisia in their African nations 
cup victory earlier this year is a 


time for the All Whites with 
two Nations Cup victories and 
has seen the emergence of a 


evolving however and with an 
ever-increasing number of 
players overseas, NZS must 


Brazilian by birth but knowing 
that he would always be out- 
classed by fellow Brazilians 
Ronaldo, Rivaldo, Ronaldinho and. 
the rest of the teams world class 
strike force opted to play for the 
North African country where he 
had only previously been once. 
Many attribute this to Tunisia’s 
win and count it as unfair that 
players who are not originally 
from the nation were rushed in to 
play ina successful attempt to gain 
the African crown. 

Even Australia has had players 
taken from them as many of 
Australia’s talent wished to play 
for the country they were born in 
or the country of their parents. 
Christian Vieri moved back to 
Italy when he was fifteen to start 
his professional career, Simunic, 
Didulica and Seric all played for 
Croatia but began in Australia. 

‘The same goes for Buddy Farah 
wao now plays for Lebanon 
despite playing for both the 
Wollongong Wolves and Marconi. 
The reason most these players 
have is due to loyalty to their cul- 
tural background or because the 
Australian national team and 
league is very unprofessional com- 
pared to that of overseas. 

This is happening less and less 
now as FIFA have installed rules 
to stop players from playing for a 
nation that they have no blood 


review of the OFC Nations made in the context of future carefully consider how best to 

Cup / World Cup qualifying international activity .In keep- allow the role and person to in 

campaign and will be followed ing with NZS policy regarding tum get the best from the play- 

up by a presentation to the all international coaching ers. 

Board of NZS future interna appoirtments, the job will be ‘The results in Adelaide will 

tional football planning meet- advertised at that time. clearly affect our international 

ing on the 23rd June, MacGowan said the time activity in the short term, 

Tn accordance with his con- was right to review the job again impacting on the role of : 

tract, Mick Wait’s position as description of Head Coach, Head Coach and the responsi- ASA CEO 


Head Coach lapsed one week 
after NZ's elimination from 


Pickard "excited" abou 
new Adelaide Utd 


acker Gordon Pickard has been 
talking about plans for Adelaide prospects of the new league and the role 
United ahead of the new APL Adelaide United could play,” he told The 


PA ADELAIDE 


bal 


competition. 
Pickard has 
received from the 
Australian Soccer 
Association a memo- 
randum of informa- 
tion detailing 
confidential aspects 
of the new national 


A 


competition following his expression of 


interest in joining the APL. ~ 


"It is a very thorough document and, 
while there are areas which we feel require 


“Mick has been involved 
through a hugely sucessful 


Job.” 


and we're not expecting to make a profit 
next year. But any money we do make will 


bilities that will go with the 


clarification, we are excited about the 


‘when all activities were taken into account, 


O'Neill said 


Support i is essential’ - 


has called for support 
from all flelds of the 
Australian soccer 
fratemity In 
promoting the sport. 
ustralian 
Association 
xecutive 


work hard to translate it's 
enormous participation base 
into support for the new 


connection to, this infuriated 
Werder Bremen’s Brazilian striker 
Ailton as he was set to play for 
Qatar but did not sign before the 
rales were in place giviag him to 
chance of playing international 
football. 


But this new rule would not 
affect Camoranesi whose Grand 
parents as stated previously were 
Italian. Fiore’s remarks seem to 
‘come out of spite more than any- 
thing else and it would b better if 

ions to himself at 


such a crucial point for his side, 
‘The Italo-Argentinian deserves his 
chance it prove himself and like 
many before him will wear his 
“adopted” countries jersey with as 
much pride as if it was his own. 


Current Itallan international Mauro 
Camoranesi was born and bred in 
Argentina but is playing for the Azzurri. 


Australian bom Buddy Farah is a Lebanese 
International. 


‘Neill 


union as an administrator, 10 
the financial services sector, 
and to the community through 
a range of educational ‘and 
charitable organisations. 

*[’s a great honour and very 


convert this tremendous par- 
ticipation base into a success- 
ful new national competition 
and success for the Qantas 
Socceroos and Qantas 
Matildas," said O'Neill. 


popularity the game has 
received from women. 

“It is great news to hear the 
dramatic increase in girls and 
women playing the game. It is 
a sport which offers a lot as it 


"There iso doubt the game has the least amount of contact humbling to receive this award 
at the grassroots level is more of the football codes and it alongside some tremendous 
popular than ever and we must gives them a chance to play on people who have achieved a 
get that to translate info sup- the world stage," said ONeill. lot,” 
portfor the new national com- "Our women's teams are Away'from the mainstream 
petition.” very successful and later this media, the ‘Australian & 
"We need those people who year the Qantas Matildas will British Soccer Weekly’ have 
obviously enjoy playing the be at the Olympics and our done their bt in promoting the 
game to come and suppor: the under 19s will play in their round ball game in Australia, 


team in their city when the 
competition kicks off in the 
middle of next year and also to 
‘support the Qantas Socceroos 
as they continue the journey 
towards the 2006 world cup." 

ONeill was particularly 
impressed with the surge in 


world championship in 
Thailand.” 

ONeill had more good 
news to celebrate today when 
he was awarded an Officer 
(AO) in the General Division 
as part of the Queen's birthday 
honours for service to rugby 


‘Known as being Australian 
soccer’s only source for news 
in this country, ABSW haye, 
for quite some time now sup- 
ported the code in getting it to 
that hopeful number one spot 
alongside other Australian 
sports, 


John O'Neill 


Soccer 
Chief 
John 
the ASA must 


Soccer NSW stands 
firm on APL withdrawal 


national competition and the here are worrying times ahead That was the indication given by Soccer 
national teams. for the Australian Soccer NSW president Tom Doumanis yesterday 
Advertiser. The Sydney Moming Association after the when he announced plans for an exciting 
Pickard is in talks | Herald last week led with a game's biggest stake- 16-team NSW Premier 
with, several major | front page story on how soccer ff holder, Soccer NSW, League, involving for- 
sponsors and is also } is now the number one sport J announced it would mer national league clubs 
planning 10 launch a } Australians prefer to play ff Not stand alone to rep- Sydney Olympic, 
new South Australian } according to research conduct- resent Sydney in the Sydney United, Marconi 
junior academy. ed by the Bureau of Statistics new Australian and Wollongong, to start 
"We lost about | ad Roy Morgan. Premier League. on November 20. 
$200,000 last year, ‘The statistics reveal that in Unless commercial "We've expressed to 
New South Wales alone there J partners come on board, Marconi and other bid- 
are 513,000 people over 14 ff or there is a marriage to Marconi or other ders that we are ready to talk to them," 
playing the game with cricket investors, Soccer NSW's huge membership  Doamanis said. 
the next popular with 316,000. J will wipe their hands of being involved. 
"The big challenge is to 


go back into the game." 
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The Lions — 2003 Champions of Queensland 


Querasiane 


Lions 


SOCCER CLUS 


Glenn Davis 


cach Miron Bleiberg believes his 

unbeaten Queensland Lions face a 

grand final replay against rivals 
Pine Rivers after both sides continued 
their winning streaks in the Brisbane pre- 
ier league last weekend. 

Ina top of the table clash with Rochedale 
Rovers, Lions fought back from a scoreless 
first half to run in three second half goals for 
a 3-nil victory while Pine Rivers inflicted a 
7-1 humiliation away over Palm Beach, 

Lions, who beat Pine Rivers in last year’s 
grand final, are runaway leaders with a 13- 
point break and are cruising to another 
‘championship. 

‘The Richlands based club, who have 
applied for national league next season, have 
conceded only six goals in their 14 match 
winning streak while notching up 54 goals, 

Striker Greg Di Losa broke a first half 
deadlock against Rochedale in the 52 minute 
when he superbly volleyed a cross from 
Michael Baird. 

Lions had to wait until the 70th minute for 
its second when substitute Terry Hughes 
scored to make it 2-nil with his first touch of 
the ball. 

Jonathan Richter put Rochedale out of 
their misery with five minutes remaining for 
a comprehensive 3-nil victory. 

Bleiberg was once again delighted with 
the result but praised Rochedale’s fighting 
spirit. 

“Tn was an even first half and Rochedale 
had their opportunities to score,” Bleiberg 
said. 

“But we took control in the second half 


133 Pine Road, Richlands. QLD 
Phone: (07) 3271 3636 © Fax: (07) 3271 3804 


Rivers smash Palm Beach for seven 


and in the end could have won by more, 

“Rochedale are a good side and matched 
us for 60 minutes before we got on top.” 

Rochedale coach Keiran Cooper also was 
happy with his team’s performance and 
believed the scoreline did not reflect the 
closeness of the game 

“We played really well,” Cooper said. 

“When you see a 3-nil result you auto- 
matically think it was a thrashing but this 
game wasn’t, 

“We had two or three times the chances 
Lions had but didn’t score, 

“Greg Thomas shaved the crossbar with a 
free kick when we were down only 1-nil and 
they broke away the next minute and ran 
downfield and scored, 

“Alex Panic also missed with a one on 
one, 
“It was disappointing not to get something 
‘out of the game.” 

Bleiberg was not overly surprised when 
he leamed of Pine Rivers thumping over 
Palm Beach. 

“Pine Rivers have a potent striking force 
and I wasn’t surprised they beat Palm Beach 
so easily,’ Bleiberg said. 

“I think the way this league is going we'll 
meet Pine Rivers again in the grand final,” 

Pine Rivers led 4-nil inside the opening 
20 minutes after strikers Josh Rose and Tim 
‘Smits cut the Palm Beach defence to pieces 
with their skill and speed. 

Rose finished the match with four goals 
while Smits banged in the final goal for his 
hat-trick. 

“Tim and Josh tore them apart,” said Pine 
Rivers coach Clayton’ Koch. 

Koch also was not surprised with his 


team’s goal scoring avalanche, 

“We've been playing the same way every 
week but everything clicked this time,” 
Koch said, 

“We've been going out every game 
buzzing from the start and we did the same 
against Lions recently but we dida’t finish 
off our chances. 

“This was a danger game for us, but we 
played great and were far too strong. 

“We even missed a few chances which 
would have made the scoreline a lot bigger.” 

While Koch was delighted with his strik- 
ing duo of Rose and Smits, he also heaped 
praise on his young midfield, which worked 
tirelessly and gave great service to the front- 
men, 

Palm Beach coach Karl Herdle was 
speechless after the game in which Noel 
Munro was his sole scorer. 4 

“I can’t believe what happened and I"ve 
got no explanation,” Herdle said. 

“On this performance, Pine Rivers are a 
better side than Queensland Lions, 

“They played us off the park. They're a 
physical side and have got good experience. 

“They were stronger and quicker on and 
off the ball than us and Lions better watch 
‘out for them in the finals.” 

In the battle for relegation eighth placed 
Easts moved away from the danger zone 
with a 2-nil win over Taringa. 

Easts led 1-nil at half time after Joachim 
Klein scored after 20 minutes finishing off a 
‘cross at the near post. 

A good team build up from the back down 
the right flank paved the way for Easts' sec- 
ond from Brad Ditton inside the box. 

Easts! win ended an exasperating run with 


its first win in nine games. 

“We were equal with Taringa going into 
this game and it was a must win game for 
us,” said Easts coach Col Bennett. 

“We've got two more crucial games in the 
next two weeks against North Star and 
‘Toowoomba. 

“Both are behind us on the table and we. 
can’t afford to drop points to them if we are 
to stay away from relegation. 

“We played very well against Taringa and 
if we can string a few wins together who 
‘knows, we could still make the finals.” 

Bennett tipped his side at the start of the 
season to make the playoffs after being pro- 
moted from first division last season. 

Although Easts dropped points in vital 
matches in the first round, Bennett still has 
faith in the Tigers. 

“T'd back my midfield four against any 
other midfield in the competition,” Bennett 
said. 

“This win will give us a lot of confidence 
after along slump. 

“Taringa had about three chances the 
whole game while we created about ten.” 

The relegation battle is far from over but 
Souths now face a daunting task to avoid the 
drop after going down 3-1 at home to 
‘Toowoomba. 

Toowoomba were left five points adrift at 
the bottom of the table after the home side 
opened the scoring after just two minutes 
when Adam Baldwin struck home a superb 
25 metre effort. 

‘The visitors equalized just four minutes 
later as Liam Ready’s 25 metre shot flew 
into the back of the net, and it was no sur- 
prise when Pat Lucey put Toowoomba ahead 


QuEENscawD 


LIONS 


Socere Chie 


10 minutes before the break. 

Matt Hilli struck a brilliant 25 metre shot 
into the top corner to hand Toowoomba a 3- 
1 Iead on 70 minutes and Gordon McBain’s 
side held on to secure three vital points. 

McBain said it was a vital victory in the 
circumstances. 

“This was a big six-pointer — it takes us 
away from the bottom of the table,” he said. 

Brisbane Wolves put themselves firmly in 
the playoff mix after a gritty 2-1 vin over 
Mitchelton at Carmichael Park on Saturday 
night. 

Richard Iwai put the visitors ahead during 
the first half and the visitors could have dou- 
Died the lead but the Wolves keeper, Adrian 
Gidhella, brilliantly saved from poiat blank 
range. 

‘The Wolves bounced back after the break 
and equalized on 70 minutes through Des 
Hughes after he received a flick ball from 
Joel Konofilia. 

‘Hughes was instrumental in the winner 
three minutes from the end when be broke 
down the left before crossing for Paul 
Usamae to knock home from close range. 

Wolves coach Kevin Meacock said it was 
a pivotal game that his side desperately 
needed to win. 

“Tt’s a vital point of our season — it keeps 
us in touch with the top teams,” he said. 

North Star also did itself a great favour 
easing away from the relegation with an 
‘upset 5-2 win over Brisbane City at Spencer 
Park. 

Brisbane City and North Star were locked 
2all at half time before the visitors slotted 
home three second half goals. 


Premier League 


Rochedale Rovers 0 y Queensland Lions 3 (Di Losa, Hughes, 
Richter) . 
Half-time 0-0 


Souths United 1 (Baldwin) v Toowoomba Raiders 3 (Reidy, Lucey, 
MHilli) 
Half-time 1-2 


Brisbane Wolves 2 (Hughes, Usumae) v Mitchelton 1 (Iwai) 
Half-time 0-1 


Palm Beach 1 (Monro) y Pine Rivers 7 (Rose 4, Smits 3) 
Half-time 1-4 


Eastern Suburbs 2 (Klien, Ditton) v Taringa Rovers 0 
Half-time 1-0 


Brisbane City 2 (Battistin, San Martin) y North Star 5 (Knight, 
Morley 2, Gilfedder 2) 


Half-time 2-2 


Toowoomba Raiders12 
Souths United 14 
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Premier Reserves 

Rochedale Rovers 0 Queensland Lions 1, Souths United 2 
‘Toowoomba Raiders 0, Brisbane Wolves 4 Mitchelton 0, Palm Beach 0 
Pine Rivers 0, Eastern Suburbs 2 Taringa Rovers 0, Brisbane City 2 
North Star 0 


Results & 
Tables 


Premier Youth 

Rochedale Rovers 0 Queensland Lions 2, Souths United 3 Toowoomba 
Raiders 0, Brisbane Wolves 1 Mitchelton 4, Palm Beach 13 Pine Rivers 
0, Eastern Suburbs 4 Taringa Rovers 2, Brisbane City 3 North Star 0 


Division 1 

Beenleigh 0 Brisbane Olympic 1, Ipswich Knights 0 Capalaba 0, 
Redlands 0 Mt Gravatt 0, The Gap 0 Peninsula Power 0, Southside 
Eaglés 0 Albany Creek 1, Uni of Qld 1 Rocklea 1 


Po oOW For 
Brisbane Olympic 14 11 23 
Peninsula Power 14 28 
Uni of Qld 32 
Beenleigh 25 
Mt Gravatt 24 
Southside Eagles at 
Redlands United 2a 
Ipswich Knights 19 
Albany Creek 23 
The Gap 18 
Rocklea United 10 
Capalaba 1 37 


Division 1. Reserves 

Beenleigh 1 Brisbane. Olympic 5, Ipswich Knights 1 Capalaba 0, 
Redlands 1 Mt Gravatt 3, The Gap 2 Peninsula Power 2, Southside 
Eagles 1 Albany Creek 1, Uni of Qld 4 Rocklea 1 


Division 1 Youth 

Beenleigh 2 Brisbane Olympic 2, Ipswich Knights 0 Capalaba 2, 
Redlands 6 Mt Gravatt 0, The Gap 1 Peninsula Power 2, Southside 
Eagles 0 Albany Creek 4, Uni of Qld 12 Rocklea 0 


Division 2 

Newmarket 4 Slacks Creck 2, Moggill 1 Grange Thistle 0, Goodna 1 
Ipswich City 2, Annerley 0 Brisbane Force 3, North Pine 0 Bethania 
Rams 6, Oxley. 2 Samford 4 


MORMONDAKAVIe 
TDHAMVOROHWHOEND 


Division 2 Reserves 

‘Newmarket 0 Slacks*Creek 0, Moggill 0 Grange Thistle 5, Goodna 2 
Ipswich City 1, Annerley 1 Brisbane Force 4, North Pine 6 Bethania 
Rams 0, Oxley 0 Samford 7 


Metro 1 

Pineapple Rovers 3 Uni of Qld 2, Wilston Athletic 1 Taringa Rovers 1, 
Darra Lions 5 Brisbane Wolves 0, Clairvaux 0 Souths United 1, Bayside 
6 Mitchelton 1, Park Ridge 1 Acacia Ridge 2 


Metro 2 

Brighton 1 Logan City Kings 4, Ridge Hills 3 Mooroondu 0, The Gap 
Pine Hills (match postponed), Pine Rivers 3 Newmarket 4, Brisbane 
Toro 6 Redcliffe PCYC 0 


Metro 3 
Pineapple Rovers 2 Uni of Qld 0, Grange 3 Newmarket 0, Darra Lions 
6 Pine Hills 3, Clairvaux 5 Souths United 0, Bayside 7 North Pine 0 


Metro 4 

Brisbane Force 0 Taringa Rovers 4, Regents Park d Acacia Ridge’on 
forfeit, Southside Eagles 0 Newmarket 1, Old Bridge 4 The Gap 0, 
Brisbane City v Mt Gravatt (not available), Slacks Creek 7 Beenleigh 4 


Metro 5 

Brighton District 1 Annerley 2, Ridge Hills 2 Newmarket 2, Easter 
Suburbs 2 Ipswich City 2, Clairvaux 0 Redlands United 1, Albany 
Creek 1 North Star 4, Slacks Creek 6 Brisbane Olympic 0 


Metro 6 
Brisbane Wolves 2 Park Ridge 6, Camira v Regents Park (not avail- 
able), Goodna 1 Mooroondu 3, Albany Creek 3 Mt Gravatt 1 


Open Youth 


Brisbane Force 4 Toowoomba Raiders 3, Souths United 3 Bethania 
Rams 3, North Pine 2 Rochedale Rovers 5, Slacks Creek 0 Queensland 
Lions 1 
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Limbo’s the word for the ASA 


Special Comment by 
Martin Zavan 


6 6Jccincttenont 


good but at the moment 

everyone is suffering a 
bit” said former 
Olympic youngster 
Caravella. 

And the former Olympic mid- 
fielder seems to have summed up 
the position that most former NSL 
players, coaches and trainers find 
themselves in. 

‘That is not forgetting the fact 
that hundreds of employees 
involved in the not so glamorous 
side of the game such as grounds 
keeping, security, lighting, and 
food and beverage ‘services will 
also find themselves out of the job. 

“Eveyone’s in the same boat” 
Zenon said. 

‘The word that continually arises 
in conversation regarding the fate 
of the former NSL players and 
clubs is ‘limbo’. 

The word connotes ideas of 
confusion, uncertainty and being 
in some kind of intermediate place 
lying between two extremes. 

“Your in two minds as to 
whether you should start looking 
at other career options because 15 
months or a year is too long to 
have off. 

Its upsetting, you don’t want to 
be out of the game for so long. It 
sets you back. I think eveyones in 
a state of limbo at the moment” 
Caravella said. 


Sydney 
Zenon 


By Mark Stavroulakis 


ABSW Editor Mark 
Stavroulakis this week caught up 
with one of Australia’s leading 
overseas managers in Steve 
Darby. 

Currently coaching Home 
United in Singapore, Darby has 
excelled in many avenues even 
getting a crack at being an ESPN 
commentator in Asia. 


MS: How are young going at 
the moment with Home United in 
‘Singapore? 

SD: At the moment we are sec- 
ond in the League, 2 points off the 
top. Many journalists have called 
this a crisis after last years double 
win! But the reality is that the 
SLeague was always going to be 
tougher this year. A team from 
Japan, Alibrex joined the league to 
add to the Chinese team, and the 
national U23s joined as a team, but 
they also have 3 foreigners (it 
doesn’t make sense to us either!), 

The league was downsized from 
12 to 10 and this meant a lot of the: 
weaker players were forced out. 
‘The key to success in this league is 
how you manage your injuries and 
suspensions, especially as we have 
small squads due to a salary cap. 1 
hope Australia never introduces a 
salary cap, it just creates cheating 
and corruption. 


MS: The Asian Champions 
Leogue - how is that? 

SD: The AFC Cup has been 
great for us. It’s-a bit like being in 


10 


Steve Darb 


Promising youngster Zenon Caravella has been forced to 
work as a hairdresser since the demise of the NSL and the 


late start of the APL next year. 

The Australian © Soccer crucial these issues are to the 
Association’s (ASA) proposal for development of soccer in 
anew national league with 8 teams Australia. 
seems to have affected everyone However for many people who 
involved in football in Australia. were involved in the now defunct 


The vision is somewhat utopian 
and many people involved in the 
game are asking themselves how 
ong it will take until signs of 
improvement can be seen and how 
long before Australian fans will 
become interested in what is 
unquestionably the world’s most 
popular game. 

‘Television contracts, sponsor- 
ship agreements, and a new inter- 
national calendar for the 
Socceroos are issues which the 
ASA must deal with on a daily 
basis, and no one is doubting how 


the EUFA Cup, we don’t meet the 


Japanese, Saildi’s and Koreans etc, - 


but it gives us foreign experience. 
We played in our group with the 
League champions of Malaysia 
(Perak) Maldives (Valencia) and 
Hong Kong (Happy Valley) We 
managed to top the group and 
luckily avoided a trip to Syria, we 
now play Olympic of Beirut (the 
Greeks are everywhere!). Michael! 
(Mohammad) Reda is playing for 
them. If we win then it is off to 
India for the semis. The lads loved 
the travelling, especially to the 
Maldives, its paradise. 

The only drawback is the phys- 
ical demands on the players, as 
have had to play 6 extra games 
than other teams in the SLeague 
and the program is not altered for 
us. No complaints we wanted to be 
in it, and there is a prize of 
250,000$US for the winner, plus 
all our expenses are paid for to 
travel. 


MS: We've heard that you are 
aTV commentator now for ESPN 
in Asia, how did that come about 
and can we see a career change 
after coaching? 

SD: [ do a lot of commentating 
on the EPL and Champions 
League for ESPN Because of the 
time difference it doesn’t affect 
work and I'd be watching the 
games anyway. I don’t think it will 
be a second career; I would need 
Harry Michaels to teach me a lot 
more, But seriously Harry was a 
great teacher when I was working 
‘on the Aussie league back in 


National Soccer League (NSL) 
survival and getting a job of any 
sort are on top of their list of prior- 
ities. 

Zenon Caravella who was one 
of the NSL’s most promising 
young talents now finds his soccer 
skills going to waste as he is 
forced to work as a hairdresser five 
days a week. 

“I'm starting to like it but my 
first passion is soccer” Zenon said 
Zenonis in the precarious situation 
of having to work in Sydney five 
days a week and fly to South 


1995/7. The quality of his TV 
work is greatly undervalued. The 
job actually helps your coaching 
as it makes you disciplined and 
analytical. We also have access to 
the Prozone computer statistics of 
all the top world clubs and it,s a 
greet coaching aid. 


MS: Will you ever coach else- 
where like England again or are 
‘you happy to stay in Asia, 

SD: I love Asia, the lifestyle is 
great and if you do well they look 
after you. If you fail its goodbye, 
so it,s the real world of coaching. 
There’s no merry go round of 
coaches here, just success or fail- 
ure, It makes you tougher or better 
as a person and a Coach. 

I have no great desire to retum 
to England, I found the youth set 
up (the players) very disappointing 
in UK, the Asians and Aussies 
have far better attitudes toward the 


tearing Sin 


Australia on weekends to compete 
in the South Australian state 
Teague for Con Makris’ Adelaide 
Galaxy. 

‘Another promising young play- 
er who may be more fortunate than 
Zenon is Marco Filipovic formerly 
of Sydney United. 

‘Marco is currently trialing with 
clubs in his native Croatia after 
competing in a World youth tour- 
nament with some of his Sydney 
United teammates, 

Filipovic is a product of the 
United Youth system and it is 
arguable whether such local talent 
can continue to flourish as United 
is currently under administration, 

It is unlikely that the club will 
disappear completely yet huge 
budget cuts are likely to see an end 
to this program as well as many 
others deemed to be non essential. 

This means that services that 
clubs like United provided to their 
local as well as significant ethnic 
community members will be abol- 
ished as activites which more or 
less equate to community service 
are unprofitable, 

Former NSL_ side the 
Wollongong Wolves have also 
been affected by the league's 
restructuring, “in a few weeks 
there will be no jobs left for our 
employees to do” said Doug 
Symes. 

Although Wolves will also have 
the option of joining the NSW 
Premier League it is a less attrac- 
tive option to all involved with the 


game. I intend to retum to 
Australia as 1 think it’s the best 
place in the world to live, 

And if Tasmania ever gets in the 
NSL I would be back in a minute! 
Or even better if Olympic came 
back, I have a soft spot for the 
club. It would be a nice change to 
coach in English again, its hard 
work trying to translate “get it to 
the far post” info Vietnamese, It 
usually ends up at the comer flag, 
or maybe that’s just my coaching 
ability! 


MS: What are your opinions 
on the current state of soccer in 
‘Australia regarding the new 8- 
team format with a new ASA 
board? 

SD: To be brutally honest if I 
didn’t read the Internet 1 would 
know nothing about Australian 
Soccer. Australian Soccer to 
Asians is Viduka, Kewell and 
= SS 


Steve Darby's Home United 2003-04 
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club, particularly its players and 
shareholders. 

‘The announcement of the disso- 
lution of the NSL was over one 
year ago, yet no date has been set 
forthe commencement of the new 
‘APL and only now are steps being 
taken by the Professional 
Footballer’s Association (PFA) to 
help ease some player’s transition 
from football to other employ- 
ment, 

The PFA bas recently initiated a 
program aimed at helping former 
players make the move to non 
football employment a lot less 
stressful. 

Some of the services the PFA 
will provide will be counselling 
services to both players and their 
families. 

There will also be “Services 
provided in relation to career assis- 
tance outside football” said PFA 
Chief Executive Robert Anderson. 

“There will be a 24/7 1800 free 
call number which will be used to 
provide services and information 
fo players on a whole range of 
issues,” Mr Anderson added. 

He stated that the PFA were also 
looking at the idea of a player 
employment register. 

‘Ageing NSL players will bene- 
fit from the implementation of the 
‘Golden Goal’ program aimed at 
“players who inevitably are look- 
ing at retirement and moving from, 
a footballing job to a job outside 
the industry” Mr Anderson said. 

Of interest to all other players 


apore 


Schwarzer. I don,t think Australia 
realizes what ambassadors for the 
game they are. Nobody in Asia 
would know about any Aussie 
teams. Yet Aussie players who 
play as foreigners here, usually do 
well and are well respected. Ante 
Milicic is doing very well at 
Pahang in Malaysia, 

The § team concept is correct, 
but I feel butthe year break is a big 
danger as players may well get 
lured to Asia. The reality is that 
the key issue will be the wages that 
the clubs pay. If you pay good 
money you will get quality play- 
ers. [ also believe the smarter club 
will pick up top class Asian play- 
ers rather than European players 
on the way down. Value for money 
is an economic reality in football 
everywhere except England! 
Believe me, Thais, Indonesians, 
can play. Never mind the Koreans, 
‘Chinese and Japanese. 


MS: Is Australia respected in 
Asia in terms of football if so 
would they comply with us in 
joining into their league? 

SD: As before, Australia must 
remember that Asia does not need 
Australia, Australia needs Asia. 
Just an example on a small scale 
here, my club has 10 full time 
admin staff; I have full time physio 
and 2 masseurs and 5 full time 
coaches and 25 full professionals. 
[still remember working 80 hours 
a week with Dave Ratcliffe and 
Giotta at Olympic! 

If you go to China and Japan 
and Korea the professionalism is 


who wish to continue their careers 
is the new program titled PFA 
Football Club. Based on a 
European player's association 
model, the PFA will conduct 
games and regular training for 
players who are not currently 
signed to a club and are not train- 
ing regularly. 

‘This service will probably be 
utilised by many players who cur- 
rently find their skills and fitness 
levels deteriorating due to not hav- 
ing a club to train with. 

Having never undertaken such a 
monument us task the PFA will be 
assessing elements of their pro- 
grams to see which aspects work 
and which do not. 

The ASA seem to be stuck 
between a rock and a hard place. 

No one in Australia was doubt- 
ing the necessity of reform of soc- 
cer in Australia, yet the ASA’s 
poor handling of the issue has cre- 
ated a 15 month off season which 
has caused considerable grief for 
many former soccer players and 
their families. 

The PFA is now taking steps to 
address the issue, but when they 
had known about the inevitably of 
the end of the NSL for more than a 
year it seems steps could and 
should have been taken earlier 
before reaching a state of crisis. 

The ASA was approached sev- 
eral times and on each occasion 
declined to comment, 


top class. The real step is for the 
Australian Champions to try to get 
in the AFC Champions League. 
AFC would never give up a world 
cup place for Asia. Why should 
they? 

What has Australia ever done to 
help an Asia team? We have to be 
honest and put Australia in per- 
spective. The players are the key 
asset to the game. The next step is 
strong clubs and hopefully this 8 
team league will solve that. 1 
would ‘love to see Aussie teams 
playing in Asia, 


MS: Ron Smith has just been 
appointed as technical adviser for 
Australia - what are your 
thoughts on that? 

SD: The appointment of Ron 
‘Smith is one of the most intelligent 
decisions that I have ever seen 
‘ASA ever make. His knowledge 
and research work in football is 
second to none. The game is 
changing and to maximize that 
you have to access all the latest 
technology, but even more impor- 
tant he understands and loves foot- 
ball. 

His track record with players at 
the AIS is perhaps the greatest tes- 
timony. He will be a great asset to 
frank and even more important 
Frank can trust him. I hope he is 
also encouraged to enhance the 
coaching structure of the game at 
all levels. I staff AFC coaching 
courses and the elite courses are 
very professional and full of the 
realities of coaching and manage- 
ment. 


ABSWI8) 
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— GREECE 

— RUSSIA 
UP A = sean 

— PORTUGAL 


finals. 
sent the Greeks into the last eight as 
Group A runners-up, edging out the 
Spanish on goals scored thanks to for- 
ward Zisis Vryzas's strike against 
‘Russia just before halftime. 

“Today there will only be joy, no 
criticism,” said Greece coach Otto 


reece celebrated the finest 
achievement in their foot- 
balling history when they 
reached the Kuro 2004 quarter- 
finals despite slumping to a 2-1 
defeat by Russia. 
Portugal's 1-0 victory over Spain 


GREECE IN FINAL 8 


Rebhagel. "We have already won 
everything. Every opponent from now 
on is a comfortable one, 

"We have nothing more to lose, We 
will enjoy the success and look for- 


ward to the quarter-finals.” 

Goalscorer Vryzas said the Greeks 
were unaware of what was happening 
more than 250 kilometres away in 
Lisbon where Portugal were playing 
Spain, 


"The coach wanted us to concen- 
trate on just our game. On the field we 
didn't know (the other score)," he 
said. Greece, who came into the game 
needing a point to guarantee progress- 
ing, never recovered from conceding 
the fastest goal in European 
Championship finals history when 
Russia's Dmitry Kirichenko scored 
after just 65 seconds. 

Russia, who had lost their other 
two games at Euro 2004 without scor- 
ing a goal, doubled their lead after 17 
minutes when striker Dmitry Bulykin 
powered home a header, 

Greece pulled a goal back two min- 
utes before halftime when striker 
Vryzas chipped over goalkeeper 
Vyacheslay Malafeyey after Dimitrios 
Papadopoulous headed the ball into 
his path. 

But Russia remained the stronger 
team in the second half and came 
close to a third two minutes from the 
end when defender Alexei Bugayev 
flashed a shot across the face of goal. 

Both sets of supporters celebrated 
wildly at the final whistle. 

‘The Greck players, relieved to have 
squeezed into the last eight, took a 
bow at one end of the pitch in front of 
their supporters. "We fulfilled all our 
promises. We made Greece not just 
the talk of Europe but also of the 
world,” said Greece captain 
‘Theodoros Zagorakis.The Russian 
Supporters, who outnumbered the 
Greeks in a stadium only two-thirds 
full, applauded their team for ending a 
record nine-game winless streak at 
European Championships, 


Portugal's Nuno Gomes, (left) scores the only goal of the 
game in the win against Spain. 


GOMES GIFTS HOSTS 
GOLDEN 


‘uno Gomes sparked deliri- 
ous celebrations across 
Portugal when his goal 
sealed a 1-0 win over Spain and a 
ticket to the quarter-finals for the 
Euro 2004 hosts. 

Greece qualify for their first quar- 
ter-final thanks to a goal shortly 
before halftime by striker Zisis 
Viyzas, despite going down 2-1. 

That put them ahead of Spain on 
goals scored after the two teams fin- 
ished level on points. 

Portugal needed to beat their big- 
ger Iberian neighbours for the first 
time since 1981 and the first time 
ever in a competitive fixture to avoid 
a sad exit from the toumament, 

The tension was hanging heavy 
around the Jose Alvalade stadium 
from the first whistle and both sets of 
players appeared to be swallowed up 
by the occasion in a stop-start first 
half. 

But Nuno Gomes, who starred for 
Portugal in their run to the semi- 
finals four years ago, raised the roof 
in the 57th minute with a superb right 
foot finish after coming on as a sub- 
stitute, 

Portugal's Brazilian coach Luiz 
Felipe Scolari, who knew only a vic- 
tory would be enough, paid tribute to 
the fans. 

"Fortunately, we won and we're 
happy. I want to send congratulations 


GOAL 


to the public, which weren't the 12th 
player, but the 13thand the 14th," he 
said, 

“Without them we wouldn't have 

had all this force to fight to qualify. 
Now welll see what will happen." 
Cristiano Ronaldo, enjoying his 
first Portugal start of the toumament, 
‘was a constant threat on both wings 
and missed their best first-half 
chance when he headed a Luis Figo 
cross wide in the 45th minute, Spain 
were reluctant to commit men to 
attack and had only a Fernando 
‘Torres header over the bar a minute 
earlier to show for their limited 
efforts, 
Portugal's Brazilian coach Luis 
Felipe Scolari sent on Nuno Gomes 
for the ineffective Pauleta at halftime 
and the change soon had an impact. 

Figo slid a pass into his feet at the 
edge of the box in the 57th minute 
and the striker tumed and fired low 
past Iker Casillas to send the Jose 
Alvalade Stadium crowd into rap- 
tures. 

For Spain, who needed only to 
draw, it is another chapter in a long 
history of under-achievement." 

The victory, 23 years to the day 
since their last win over Spain, was 
just reward for Portugal's enterprise 
against a side at first content to sit 
deep and play for the point they need- 
ed. 


Portugal ...........2 
Russia .........2+..0 


Nuno Maniche scored for the host nation in the seventh 
minute to the delight of green-and-red clad fans at Benfica’s 
Stadium of Light. Maniche took a centring pass from Deco 
and shot the ball into the right corner from 12 yards. 

Russian goalkeeper Sergey Ovchinnikov was harshly 
given his marching orders in the 45th minute for handling the 
ball outside the penalty box. 

Substitute Rui Costa finally made sure of victory when he 
knocked the ball home after a clever cross with the outside of 
his foot by fellow substitute Cristiano Ronaldo in the 891h 
minute. Russia needed to win to stay alive after losing to 
Spain 1-0 in the opener last weekend, 


CT | 
Greece .......000e eed 


Surprising Greece come from a goal down to draw with 
Spain 1-1 in Bessa. 

Angelos Charisteas shot under Spanish goalkeeper Iker 
Casillas for the tying goal in the 66th minute. 

The Spaniards took the lead in the 28th minute when 
Greek defender Mihalis Kapsis lost possession inside his own 
area on the left. Raul Gonzalez pounced on the ball and deft- 
ly passed it to Femmando Morientes, who manoeuvred his way 
wide of two defenders and fired a low shot into the far comer 
for a 1-0 advantage. 


Portugal 
(Ronaldo 93) (Karagounis 7, 


Basinas 51) 


Russia . 


(Valeron 60) 


Spain . 
(Morientes 28) (Charisteas 66) 
Portugal .. 
(Maniche 7, Coste 


Russia ..... fen) 


(Viyzas 43') (Kirichenko 2, Bulykin 17) 


Spain .. Portugal 


(Gomes 57’) 


Portugal 
Greece 
Spain 
Russia 


*Portugal & Greece qualify for Quarter-Finals 
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ENGLAND 
SWITZERLAND 
CROATIA 

— FRANCE 


SIR ENcLAND ..........3 
E SwitzerLanp ....0 


after 23 minutes and scored again 
in the 75th minute of a nervous 
display by his team rounded off 
by Steven Gerrard's late strike. 
"Two beautiful goals, 18 years 
old, with this performance at this 
level — it's incredible," England 
coach Sven-Goran Eriksson said. 
Still bearing the scars of a 2-1 


‘ayne Rooney struck 
twice, becoming the 
youngest scorer in 
European Championship finals 
history, as England ground ont 
a 3-0 victory over 10-man 
Switzerland. 
The fiery striker, 18 years and 
seven months old, headed home 


stoppage time defeat by France in 
their Group B opener, England 
only settled in the closing stages 
after Swiss defender Bernt Haas 
‘was sent off, 

Rooney's third international 
record after becoming England's 
youngest player and youngest 
Scorer last year as a 17-year-old 
threw them a lifeline before their 
final group game against Croatia. 

Faced with a match they could 
not afford to lose, England were a 
bag of nerves in the early stages, 


iz 


Murat Yakin watches on 


x England's Wayne Rooney (left) ‘scores his second goal of the match as Switzerland's 


over-hitting passes forward for 
Michael Owen and conceding a 
flurry of free kicks and comers to 
a composed Swiss side. 

Rooney made history when 
David Beckham picked out an 
unmarked Owen at the far post 
and the striker's chip across the 
goal gave Rooney an easy close- 
range header. 

A disappointing Owen could 
have added a second before the 
break had he been able to connect 
properly with Ashley Cole's rak- 


Wayne’s world for Roone 


Steven Gerrard celebrates after scoring England’s third and final goal against Switzerland. 


ing low ball across the face of the 
goal. 

Though England got forward 
more easily after Haas's dismissal 
for a second booking on the hour, 
Owen failed to make the most of 
the opportunities and it needed 
Rooney's second and Gerrard's 
strike to finish the job. 

Man-of-the-match Rooney's 
fierce shot cannoned off the near 
post and rebounded into the net 
off the goalkeeper, and Gerrard 
arrived unmarked at the far post 


to clip in full back Gary Neville's 
cross with eight minutes remain- 
ing. 

“Lhit it as bard as I could and 
luckily enough it went in — Tam 
going to claim it,” Rooney said. 
"We needed the win out there and 
luckily we got it. We are back on 
track." 

England had previously failed 
to score in the second half of their 
last six matches in major champi- 
onships under Eriksson. 


CROATIA ...........2 
 Qerance...........2 


four minutes early in the second. 

A Milan Rapaic penalty and a 
shot by Dado Prso had the holders 
running scared and they needed 
David Trezeguet’s 64th-minute 
goal to set up a tense final round 
of fixtures on June 22 (ABT). 

France play Switzerland in the 
final round, needing just a draw to 
advance. England play Croatia, 
also needing a point, but Croatia 
and Switzerland could still quali- 
fy with wins, 


roatia gave France an 
almighty scare as they 
held the shaky-looking 
champions to a 2-2 draw in an 
explosive Euro 2004 match, 
another surprise result that 
leaves Group B wide open. 

An own goal by Igor Tudor 
midway through the first half 
seemed to have France on course 
for the quarter finals but French 
defensive frailties allowed the 
outsiders to snatch two goals in 


Croatia striker Dado Prso (left) is outrun by France's 
Marcel Desailly. 


Croats explore 


“We've seen that in foot- 
ball things can quickly 
change," said France coach 
Jacques Santini. "Against 
England, we scored two 
quick goals. Today it was 
the Croats who did it to us. 
We can't repeat these 
moments of weakness if we 
want to go far.” 

Santini had recalled cap- 
tain Marcel Desailly to his 
defence, which had an unfa- 
miliar look with Mikael 
Silvestre moving to left 
back and Bixente Lizarazu 
Tested. 

However, the chosen 
quartet were barely tested in 
alow-key first half, with the 
22nd-minute goal the only 
notable action. 

Zinedine Zidane curled a free 
kick from wide on the Jeff that 
took a slight deflection off 
recalled defender Tudor and left 
keeper Tomislav Butina wrong- 
footed. 

France jogged off the field 
halfway to achieving their target 
of a second win to guarantee 
qualification but within seven 
minutes of the restart they were 
trailing, 

‘The equaliser came three min- 
utes into the second half after 
Silvestre bundled over Dovani 
Rossi in the area. French keeper 


Croatia's Dado Prso 
(second right) is mobbed by his 
teammates after scoring his 


sides second goal against 
France. 
Fabien Barthez had saved 
England captain David 
Beckham's penalty on Sunday but 
had no chance with Rapaic's 
blasted effort. 

‘The massed hordes of red and 
white checked Croatian fans 
‘erupted to acclaim their first goal 
of the tournament and four min- 
utes later they took the roof off to 
celebrate the second. 

Prso thought he had lost pos- 
session after hooking the ball 
over the head of Silvestre but a 
clumsy, miscued clearance by 
Desailly returned it to him and the 


French frailties 


striker took full advantage by 
lashing the ball past a helpless 
Barthez. 

France, who had scored twice. 
in three minutes to beat England, 
were stuaned but quickly collect- 
ed themselves and drew level 
with a hotly-disputed goal. 


FRANCO ois vciasengen 2 
(Tudor 2209, Trezeguet 64) 


‘Stil To Come 


22 June 
England vs Croatia — 4.30am 
France vs Switzerland — 4.30am 


‘Trezeguet charged down a 
Butina clearance, the ball hitting 
his arm, before slotting into the 
empty net from a tight angle, 

The Croatian players com- 
plained bitterly to Danish referee 
Kim Milton Nielsen but the goal 
stood. 


Switzerland .. 


Croatia. 2.0... 2.6.6.2 
(Rapaic 48, Prso 52) 
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— BULGARIA 
— DENMARK 


muro 2OO# croup c 


— ATALY, 
— SWEDEN 


Zlatomir Zagortchitch of Bulgaria (bottom) tackles John 
Dahl Tomasson of Denmark. 


enmark saw off Bulgaria 
=) D: Sara eeearhars 


2004 Group C match, 
sending the Bulgarians out of 
the tournament. 

After Jon Dahl Tomasson had 
put the Danes ahead just before 
halftime, substitute Jesper 
Gronkjaer added a late second to 
mark his return to the team fol- 
lowing the death of his mother. 

Gronkjaer's team mates rushed 
to embrace the winger after the 
goal, which he celebrated with a 
clenched fist and scream into a 
camera lens. 

"Jesper wasn't fit to play a 
whole match," Denmark coach 
Morten Olsen said. "When he 
went on it was too early for him 
really but he showed fantastic 
character.” 

Victory left Denmark top of 
Group C with four points from 
two games. 

Bulgaria, thrashed 
5-0 by Sweden in their opening 
match, never threatened to score 
and following a succession of 
bookings their frustration was 
complete when captain Stilian 
Petrov was sent off seven minutes 
from time. 

‘The Danes dominated the first 
half but had to wait until the 44th 
minute to break the deadlock, 
Tomasson tapping into an empty 
net after good approach work 


BB Berary .............1 


em SWEDEN ..........1 


Ttaly dominated the first hour 
and deservedly led with a 37th 
minute header from Antonio 
Cassano, standing in for key play- 
maker Francesco Totti. 

Bat Italy gradually ran out of 
steam, took off their attackers and 


weden picked themselves 

up off the floor with 

Zlatan Ibrahimovic scor- 
ing an astonishing late equaliser 
to earn a 1-1 draw with Italy in 
one of the best matches played 
so far in Euro 2004, 


battling for a loose ball. 


sat back to defend, but indoing so 
allowed a defiant, skilful and bat- 
tling Swedish side into the match. 

They did not waste the chance 
and grabbed the point their inven~ 
tive play merited with a remark- 
able goal by Ibrahimovic who 
hooked the ball into the top cor- 
ner with his back to goal from 
close-range after a scramble in 
the area in the 85th minute. 

"T scored a lucky goal but it 


aly's Gianluca Zambrotta (lef) and Sweden's Fredrik Earebare (Contre) got tanigied! up) 


Thomas Gravesen of Denmark (left) shoots past Bulgaria's Stillan Petrov. 


from Thomas Gravesen and 
Martin Joergensen. 

The goal ensured Denmark did 
not notch up a record five succes- 
sive matches at European 
Championships without scoring. 
Gronkjaer, who joined the squad 
late because of his mother's sud- 
den death from cancer last week 
and missed the 0-0 draw with 


Tialy, started on the bench but 
came on for the injured Dennis 
Rommedahl in the 23rd minute. 
He also learned earlier on Friday 
that his club Chelsea had agreed 
to sell him to premier league 
tivals Birmingham City. 
Bulgarian frustrations mounted 
throughout the second half and 
Denmark finally got their 


deserved second goal two min- 
utes into injury time, 

Gronkjaer cut in from the left 
and exchanged passes with 
Tomasson before curling a neat 
shot into the far corner of the net, 
Danish striker Ebbe Sand also rat- 
tled the crossbar before the end of 
the match. 


was also an incredible goal, the 
most beautiful and important 
goal, especially at a European 
Championship," said 
Ibrahimovic. 

The draw sets up a possible 
three-way tie at the top of the 
group. Sweden and Denmark both 
have four points and play each 
other in their final game in Porto. 

Tf they draw they will both fin- 
ish with five points, the same 
number Italy will have if they 
beat Bulgaria in Guimaraes. 

If that happens the determining 
factor will be the number of goals 
Sweden and Denmark get. If the 
Scandinavian rivals play out a 
high-scoring draw of 2-2 or more 
Ttaly will be out. 

The Italians only haye them- 
selves to blame for allowing such 
a situation to develop. 

They were outstanding against 
the Swedes for long periods, play- 
ing brilliantly in defence, mid- 
field and attack, and should haye 
been more than one goal ahead by 
the time Sweden equalised. 

‘Their only real failure was in 
front of goal - although Swedish 
goalkeeper Andreas Isaksson had 
an inspired match. 

Italy took the lead before the 
break with a header from 21-year- 
old Antonio Cassano. 

It was totally deserved after 
they had attacked for most of a 
pulsating first half and had five 


Italian’s gutted by super Swede strike 


goal attempts from Alessandro 
Del Piero and Christian Vieri 
before breaking the deadlock 
eight minutes before halftime. 
Christian Panucci, who had an 
excellent match marauding down 
the left flank, created the opening 
with a left-footed inswinging 
cross for Cassano who stooped 


Ney focseaonasacrwea 


Group So Far 


low to glance the ball past 
Isaksson for his second goal in his 
fifth international. 

The only downside for Italy 
were bookings for midfielder 
Gennaro Gattuso and defender 
Fabio Cannavaro, and both will 
miss the match against Bulgaria, 
along with Totti. 


Denmark ....-......0 


Ss | 


ttaly .. 
(Cassano 37) 


‘Sweden . 25 
{Ljungberg 82, Larsson 57, 58, 
Ibrahimovic 78, Allback 90) 
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Euro 2004 croup 


— LATVIA 

— GERMANY 

— NETHERLANDS 
— C REPUBLIC 


D 


‘nfancied Latvia damp- 

ened Germany's hopes 

of advancing at Euro 
2004 by holding the World Cup 
finalists to a goalless, 

The Baltic debutants looked 
well organised and kept the match 
tight in an uneventful first half 
when the Germans hiad only two 
decent chances to score, 

Torsten Frings fired over the 
‘bar from outside the box after 
eight minutes while striker Kevin 
Kuranyi glanced the ball just 
wide after a cross from midfielder 
Berd Schneider, 

Germany pushed forward more 
in the second, substitute Miroslav 
Klose wasting their best chance in 
stoppage time, but failed to find 
the net despite a reinforced front 
line. 

Latvia fought bravely and 
threatened shorily before halftime 
when striker Maris Verpakovskis 
surged powerfully into the box 
‘and produced a good save from 
goalkeeper Oliver Kahn. 

Ten minutes into the second 
half Verpakovskis's pacy run 
ended when he was sandwiched 
by two defenders but his appeal 
for a penalty was harshly turned 
down by English referee Mike 
Riley. 

Dutch and Czech fans had 
good reason to cheer the stale- 
mate since the result puts the 
Germans in danger of going out. 


mee LATVIA |... 


pani? . rs 
Maris Verpakovskis, (left), of Latvia, is chased by 
Christian Worns, of Germany. 


Latvia dampen German hopes 


Latvia's Maris Verpakovskis, (right), runs with the ball as Germany's Dietmar Hamann 


tries to stop him. 


he Czech Republic pro- 


cots) 

aa NETHERLANDS ....2 I duced one of the great- 
= est comebacks in 

Rees © REPUBLIC .......3 


European Championships his- 


The Czech Republic's from (left), Marek Jankulovksi, goalie Petr Cech, Martin Jiranek and 
David Rozehnal celebrate after thelr 3-2 win. 


Czech’s bounce into quarters 


tory when they clawed back a 
two-goal deficit to beat the 
Netherlands 3-2. 

The Czechs became the first 
country to book a quarter-final 
place thanks to substitute 
Vladimir Smicer's 88th minute 
winner at the end of an 
enthralling match. 

The Czechs, beaten finalists in 
1996, qualify from Group D after 
taking a maximum six points 
from two matches, 

The Netherlands had raced 
into a two-goal lead within 19 
minutes with a header from 
Wilfted Bouma and a close- 
range shot from Ruud Van 
Nistelrooy. 

Jan Koller pulled the first goal 
back for the Czechs after Baros 
intercepted a terrible pass from 
Phillip Cocu and fed his giant 
strike partner for a simple tap-in 
to make it 2-1 at half-time. 

With man-of-the-match Pavel 
Nedved orchestrating the mid- 
field, the Czechs drew level in 
the 71st minute of the best match 
of the tournament so far. 

Nedved's left-wing cross was 
chested down by Koller and 
Baros smashed a half-volley past 
Dutch keeper Edwin van der Sar. 

The Dutch were reduced to ten 
men when defender Johny 


Heitinga received a second yel- 
low card after fouling Nedved. 
A memorable comeback was 
completed five minutes from 
time when Marek Heinz fired in 


a low shot that van der Sar 
pushed away only for Karel 
Poborsky to collect the rebound 
and square for Smicer to tap in, 


Group So Far 
Netherlands ......... Germany ........... 1 
(Van Nistelrooy 81) (Frings 30 


(Bouma 4, Van Nisteiroay 19) 


Germany . 


Still To Come 
‘Thursday June 24 
Netherlands vs Latvia — 4.30am 
Germany vs Czech Rep — 4.30am 


Stanpincs Group D 
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By Peter Damalas (In Portugal) 


GREEK FANS BOISTEROUS IN THE 
NORTH 


The Greek national tcam caused the first major 
upset of the tournament when they defeated hosts 
Portugal at the Estadio do Dragao 2-1. 

After a spectacular opening ceremony to Euro 2004 
which displayed many aspects of Portuguese culture, 
everything appeared to be set for Luis Figo and Rui 
Costa to dazzle on the biggest stage inEurope. 

Greece however failed to read the script, and took a 
shock lead as early as the seventh minute, when 
Giorgios Karagounis intercepted a wayward pass from 

Paulo Ferreira to rocket home a blistering low drive. 
beyond the outstretched arms of goalkeeper Ricardo. 

‘Another Portuguese error lead to the second goal, 
when substitute Cristiano Ronaldo bundled over 
Seitaridis in the penalty area, and midfielder Basinas 
converted the penalty. 

Ronaldo made partial amends in stoppage time with 
aheaded goal, but the defeat proved to be too much for 
the home supporters, who were seen exiting the stadi- 
um with ten minutes of the match remaining. 

The jubilant Greek supporters (among them many 
Anstralians, including Parramatta Power midfielder 
Peter Zorbas) spoke of the antics during the conclud- 
ing moments of the match. At one stage, with the score 
two-nil, the entire band of Greek supporters tumed 
their backs on the football and sang to themselves in a 
statement of confidence in the ability of the defence to 
hoid out the daunting Portuguese playmakers. Singing 
and chanting to themselves, the small group of sup- 
porters carried the team with their voices. 

Hope appeared lost in Portugal after this defeat, as 
the fans bemoaned the team’s inability to convert their 
chances, The many alterations made by coach Luiz 
Felipe Scolari in the second matchagainst Russia (a 
two-nil win) received widespread support, as the 
younger players such as Benfica right back Miguel and 
Porto’s Ricardo Carvalho joined the fray. Yet while 
veteran playmaker RuiCosta did have an impact in the 
win over Russia, scoring the second goal, the feeling in 
Portugal is that the team no longer hes to rely on the 
“golden generation’, and the confidence shown in the 
rising stars has helped boost morale on the streets. 

Itis hard not to support Portugal in this country. The 
citizens have offered the utmost respect and hospitali- 
ty to the travelling supporters, and the genuine joy they 
display when their team scoresa goal is quite refresh- 
ing. 


HOOLIGANS SPOIL HOLIDAY 
ATMOSPHERE: 

Despite the English authorities best attempts to curb 
fan violence, soccer hooligans have once again reared 
their ugly heads. In Albufeira, a holiday resort area in 
the Algarve region, approximately fifty English fans 
have been arrested due to anti-social behaviour. The 
troubles began last Monday night, the day after 
England lost 2-1 in dramatic circumstances to fivals 
France. 

Thirty three people were taken into custody after a 
night of drinking lead to clashes with the authorities 


who were marshalling the area. 

One Englishman, 47, has been jailed for two years, 
while others have received bans from travelling to 
English matches abroad. 

A number of measures used by English authorities 
to ensure that a repeat performance of the disgraceful 
behaviour of English fans at Euro 2000 does not occur, 
appear to have failed miserably. 

While national team coach Sven-Goran Eriksson 
and captain David Beckham have pleaded with sup- 
porters to restrain themselves in the past few months, 
even pilots and air crew have joined the campaign, 
delivering impromptu lessons in Portuguese pronunci- 
ation and proper manners on flights minutes before 
arrival in Lisbon airport, 

But perhaps the most alarming strategy used by 
English authorities has been to encourage the 
Portuguese police to tum a blind eye on fans smoking 
marijuana outside the grounds. The rationale is that 
any substance that helps to ‘mellow out‘the tempera- 
mental English fans can only be useful in maintaining 
public order. 

However, mixing alcohol, a hot climate, and a last- 
gasp loss to one’s bitter enemies is a potent cocktail, 
and fan violence was always on the cards. 


STANDARDS NOT THAT GREAT 

While most players participating in these European 
Championships have been well rested after their gru- 
elling domestic campaigns, the tournament has failed 
to live up to its billing in terms of its standard of play. 

Few teams, and even fewer players have truly risen 
to the occasion, and the first two rounds of matches 
have been more about doing what is required to 
progress, and little else. 

After their opening loss to Greece, the Portuguese 
have been in survival mode, while Spain perhaps 
should have already qualified for the quarter-finals 
before their crunch match with their Iberian neigh- 
bours. 

‘The success of the Greek team is based around a 
solid teamwork ethic, where the players work for each 
other and for their coach Otto Rehhagel. 

Defending champions France and England were 
expected to stroll through their group without raising 
too much of a sweat, but they have been pegged back 
by some silly errors at the back (Gerrard’s back pass, 
Desailly’s attempted clearance before Dado Prso’s 
goal just two of the examples). Zinedine Zidane has 
shown glimpses of class, particularty in the first match, 
and he will most likely be the player to carry the 
imbalanced French team to the latter stages. 

In Group C, Italy’s first match was quite appalling 
in terms of the way they simply allowed the Danes to 
control the match. AS Roma captain Francesco Totti, 
one of the players touted as a potential star of the tour- 
nament, was outplayed by defensive midfielder 
Christian Poulsen, and was subsequently banned for 
three matches for spitting.Totti, like Alessandro del 
Piero, remains an enigma at international level. 

‘A sign displayed at the Italy-Sweden match in Porto 
read: "Totti, the King of Rome, is an embarrassment to 
Ttaly", while another message was even more to the 
point, "Baggio doesn’t spit”. 

While coach Giovanni Trapattoni should be credit- 


‘e/a 
Scenes of jubilation have been rejoiced by the thousands of Greeks fans who have cheered 
on the Blues to victory. 
ed with making the necessary changes to the 
team’s personnel and formation, adopting an 
ultra-attacking 4-3-3 set up with Pirlo in mid- 
field, he will be eternally condemned if Italy fail 
to progress to the quarter-finals due to the fact 
that he made three horrendous mistakes in terms 
of his substitutions against the Swedes. 

The group of death remains hanging in the 
balance, with the three favourites (Germany, 
Netherlands and the Czech Republic) very much 
still in with, a chance of progressing, One of 
these teams will more than likely face a tough 
Swedish outfit, who are looking good for a 
semi-final berth. 
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ZSC hits self-destruct button 


»% Sutherland Sharks 
&® Hurstville SC 


By Greg Stock 
retic conditions at Seymour 
Shaw Park on Sunday after- 
‘noon was not enough to cool a 
simmering encounter which saw two 
send offs and a Sutherland side post an 
unlikely 4-1 victory. 

Struggling to make much of an impact 
in the League this season, the Sharks had 
three points handed to them as Hurstville 
self-destructed in a madcap five minute 
period midway through the second half. 

With the game deadlocked at one goal 
apiece, two of Hurstville’s most experi- 
enced hands were given an early shower 
by referee Craig Pearce for two separate 
incidents, the result of which completely 
changed the course of the match. 

Denis Alilovic, who had been booked 


in the first half for dissent, was first to go 
when he cannoned into Damon Collina in 
a crude challenge from behind, earning 
himself a second yellow card. 

Mirko Jurilj followed shortly after 
when linesman Brian Seymour reported 
the talented sweeper to the referee for 
allegedly making a rude gesture, 

“It was a very unfortunate situation 
because ultimately it cost us the match,” 
said Hurstville coach John Gagro, “up 
until that point we were looking the better 
of the two sides and were well in the bunt 
for the thee points.” 

‘Down to nine men, Hurstville had shot 
themselves in the foot, superior numbers 
for the last twenty minutes ultimately 
telling the tale, But it could have been so 
much better for the visitors as they clear- 
ly took the points in a lethargic first half 


Fraser Park's Tanju Balabanal leaps for safety against Stanmore 
Hawks’ Scott Baillie. For a full report see opposite page 
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that was well short on home side creativ- 
ity. 

Sutherland had three solid chances to 
post a goal but all the honours were with 
Hurstville as they dominated the midfield 
and scored a well executed goal via the 
right boot of Denis Alilovic. 

Joe Moric exploited the hole in the 
midfield to saunter forward and then find 
Alilovic with a cross which he duly dis- 
patched to the right of stranded goalkeep- 
er Adam Kurtz. 

On the backfoot for the first forty five 
minutes, the Sharks came back strongly 
in the second half, a half time pep talk 
from Vic Ellul spurring them onto greater 
efforts, 

Adam Mamolitti getting them back on 
Tevel terms when he put away a Dean 
Hefferman cross which found him 


unmarked at the back post. The looping 
cross was clearly misjudged by the nor- 
mally reliable Robert Mustapic in the 
Hurstville goal as he came outto the edge 
of the six yard box and watched the ball 
clear his outstretched hands to Mamolitti 
ghosting in at the back post. 

— But trying to survive with nine men for 
the last twenty minutes was never going 
to be easy, their task made that much 
more difficult when substitute defender 
Anthony Jusic mistakenly found his own 
net when trying to clear a 70th minute 
free kick to Damon Collina. 

Superior numbers also allowed the 
Sharks new signing Matt Hilton and 
Heffernan opportunities to score goals 
inside the last ten minutes, 

“At this stage of the season we'll take 
a win whatever way we can get it” 


Sutherland coach Vie Ellul said, “we 
struggled to make much of an impression 
in the first half though we did have five 
chances and converted none, Hurstville 
has two and scored one. That’s been the 
story of our year so far, creating.chances 
is not the problem, putting the ball in the 
back of the net is.” 

His counterpart John Gagro was equal- 
ly as frustrated but refused to be drawn on 
the two send offs, which quite clearly cost 
his side the game. 

“Up 1-0 we should have gone on with 
the job but full credit to Sutherland, they 
pressured us in our back third and got the 
equaliser and it went from there. They 
also won more fifty-fifty ball than we did 
and in tight games that can often be the 
difference.” 


pa Ef 


rent Fisher’s all star perfor- 

mance for the Manly 

Warringah Dolphins on 
‘Sunday helped his side earn the three 
points that puts them joint top of the 
table, 

The New Zealand international 
bagged both goals in the 2-0 win over 
the Hurstville City Minotaurs at Cromer 
Park. 

The result leaves Hurstyille’s young 
squad hovering near the bottom of the 
table, wondering where their next points 
will come from. 

‘Manly coach Phil Moss said the score 
line was a fair reflection of the after- 
noons play. # 


“Brent Fisher, who played for New 
Zealand against Australia in the OFC 
Nations Cup two weeks ago, won the 
man of the match award,” Moss said, 

“But there were other strong perfor- 
mances, Adam Israel had a good game 
in defence and Bradley Groves in the 
middle of the park also played well. 

“T was thrilled with the result. We are 
always up for it against the League’s top 
teams, but sometimes lack motivation 
against teams lower down the ladder.” 

Moss need not have worried as 
Manley went 1-0 up after only ten min- 
utes when James Monie played an excel- 
lent through ball for striker Fisher. 

Fisher powered onto the ball going 
one on one with the keeper before slip- 
ping the ball into the comer of the goal. 

Manly sealed the victory in the 82nd 
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minute when Damien Rosenthal, who 
came off the bench, crossed the ball in 
low from the left. 

Fisher was on hand to finish the job, 
slotting the ball home at the near post. 

Hurstville coach Peter Sarikakis said 
his team are young and inexperienced 
but performed well, despite giving the 
ball away too cheaply at times. 

“We had eight or nine players under 
twenty on the pitch. We made a few 
takes and were punished,” Sarikakis 
said. 

“On 2 positive note Stacey Alogdellis 
in goal played well in his first game for 
us after signing from Marconi. 

“We are now aiming to pull out of 
danger and finish the season in mid 
table, possibly as high as sixth place.” 
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Captain Baillie inspires 
Hawks with a front line foray 


‘§ Stanmore Hawks SC 
Fraser Park Dragon 


By Lawrence Conway 


‘nspirational Stanmore Hawks 

captain Scott Baillie led from the 

front in Sunday’s pulsating 2-2 
draw with the Fraser Park Dragons. 

With Stanmore two goals down after 
an hour at Arlington Oval coach Soteris 
Mavros pushed central defender Baillie 
up front to spice up the attack. 

‘The move paid off with the former 
NSL player using his power in the air to 
help set up Stanmore's first goal and 
then score the equaliser. 

‘After the game Dragon's coach Ian 
Gillan said he was disappointed with the 
result, especially after leading by two 

I} goals, 

“ thought Stanmore came back and 
showed a little bit of character and that’s 
probably why their top of the League 
just now,” Gillan said. 

Until Baillie switched positions the 
Dragons looked comfortable with Glenn 
Sprod and Martin Bourke dominating 
central midfield 

‘They took the lead after only six min- 
utes when Ante Juric powered home a 
low shot from the edge of the box after 
the Dragons had won a comer. 

They doubled their lead when the 
lively striker Tanju Balabanel dummied 
a through ball from midfield. 

Pacey winger Antonio Faria latched 
on to the ball, beat a defender and fired 
low from left to right, easily beating the 
stranded Stanmore goal keeper Glenn 
Moss. 

Dragon’s Jason Holmes was the 
slightly busier of the two keepers in the 
first half, but the Hawk’s finishing 
lacked potency before the break, 

After the break both sides had good 

|| scoring chances before the Hawks start- 
ed winning the fifty - fifty balls and 
putting sustained pressure on the 
Dragons. 

Stanmore’s Omar Obeid, who worked 
hard getting into space and running at 


defenders, gave the Dragon's defence 
plenty to think about. 

Ih the 69th minute substitute, and new 
signing from Bankstown City Lions, 
Steve Liavas finally got the break 
through Stanmore deserved. 

Liavas’ tap in at the far post, after a 
free kick from the left had bobbled 
around the Dragon’s box, fired up 
Stanmore, 

Just four minutes later a Maurice 
Soler cross, again from the left, was 
headed back across the goal for Baillie to 
power home from just three metres out. 

After the game Hawk’s coach Mavros 
congratulated his players, especially 
Baillie, for their fighting spirit and team 
work. 

“Scott’s performance was solid, very 
good,” Mavros said, “he had a big 
impact when I put him up front. I usual- 
ly do that,.we have won games this sea~ 
son using his aerial ability, 

“Also his experience on the park is a 
real asset and he is excellent at tidying 
up loose balls when playing in defence, 

“L kept on the pitch for five minutes 
when he was injured because his power 
in the air is such an asset.” 

The point is enough to keep the 
Hawks at the top of the table, but does 
little for the Dragons who still trail the 
top three, 

Gillan said’ after the game that his 
team are eight points behind Stanmore, 
too far off the pace to win the competi- 
tion. 


“We really needed to beat them today 


to pull it back to five points. Soit’s going 
to be difficult,” he said. 

“We're finding it hard because we 
have so many people injured. We've got 
a squad of nineteen players and today we 
had the bare eleven available and fit to 
play. 

“We've had to change the formation 
to shore it up a bit, but we keep on los- 
ing to soft goals and conceding silly 
goals at crucial points in the game.” 


Frenetic: Manny Papagergiou (above) plays ‘dodge ball’ with Perry Moustakas; the Stanmore Hawks send 
one through the 


Dragons defensive line (below left) 


WINTER SUPER LEAGUE 2004 
GOALSCORERS 


Sunday 20th June 2004 


Tanju Balabanel (FP), Eddie Adam (HZSC), Tim Gledhill (HW! 
Male Vukosa (MR), Demetri Zakilas (HCM), 

Anthony Sarmonikas (SS), Brent Fisher (MWD), 

Scott Baillie (SH), Leigh Gunn (FB), 

Nenos Bobo (FB), Rob Smithies (SU), Sargun Dawd (SH), 
Michael Williams (MWD), lain MacDonald (SS), Adam Foti (NT), 
Tallan Martin (DH), Paul Wither (MI 

Richard Harrison (MR), Eric Willian MSC), Navid Varess (HWU), 
Marino Musemici (HCM), Ante Jusic (HZSC), Spyro Kladis (FP), 
Claudio Oricchio (MSC), Peter Satos (SU), Maurice Soler (SH), 
Erik Paatalu (NT), Dean Heffernan (SS), 

Johnny Ghisso (FB),), Tom Mikulski (NT), Robert Babaic (HZSC), 
Greg Fuchs (RC), Matthew Ferreira (DH), Matt Hunter (NT), 

Gary Seymour (MR), Dominic Rossi (MSC), David James (SH), 
John Chavez (DH), Jack Sobezyk (FP), Neil Philippou (SH), 
Jason M (NT), Pat Polito (MSC) 
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PRENIER YOUTH LEAGUE - ROUND 17: 

GRADE 13: Macarthur Rams 0 Paramatta Eagles 
7, Newoasile United 1 Sydney United 0, Central Coast 
FC 1 Marconi Stalions 3, Wolongong Wolves 2 Sydney 
Olympic 4, Banistown City Cubs 1 Blacktown City 2, 
Hajduk Wanderers United 0 Gladesvile Spint SC 0, 
APA, Lechhatdt Tigers 2 Sutherland Shire 1. 


GRADE 14; Macarthur Rams 1 Parramatta Eagles 
4, Newcaste United 3 Sydney United 2, Central Coast 
FC 0 Marconi Stallons 5, Wollongong Wolves 1 Sydney 
Olympic 0, Bankstown City Cubs 0 Blacktown City 2, 
Halduk Wanderers United 3 Gladesvita Soirt SC 2, 
APIA Leichhardt Tigers 1 Sutherland Shire 4 


GRADE 18: Macarthur Rams 1 Parramatta Eagles 
1, Newoasto United 0 Sydney United 1, Central Coast 
FC-1 Marconi Stallions 2, Wollongong Wolves 0 Sydney 
COlymple 2, Bankstown City Cubs 0 Blacktown City 0, 
Hajduk Wanderers United 0 Giadesvile Spint SC 4, 
APIA, Leichhardt Tigers 0 Sutherland Shire 4 


GRADE 16; Macarthur Rams 0 Parramatta Eagles 
2, Newoastle United 3 Sydney United 2, Central Coast 
FC 0 Marconi Stalions 3, Wollongong Wolves 1 Sydney 
‘Olymple 0, Bankstown Ciy Cubs 0 Blacktown Ciy 4, 
Hejduk Wanderers United 0 Giadesvile Spirt SC 4, 
‘APA’ Leichhardt Tigers 0 Suthertand Shire 1 


GRADE 18: Macarthur Rams 0 Paramatta Eagles 
4, Newcastle United 1 Sydney United 5, Central Coast 
FG 2 Marconi Stalions 0, Wollongong Wolves vs 
Sydney Olympic Abandoned, Bankstown Cl Cubs 0 
Blacktown City 1, Hajduk Wanderers United 0 
Gladesvils Spit SC 0, APIA. Leichhardt Tigers 0 
Sutherland Shire 4 


PREMIER YOUTH LEAGUE 
GRADE 12 


PW 
Blackown City 17 13 
‘Marconi Stalions 17 
Syuiney United = 17 
Parramatta Eagles 17 
Bankstown ity Cubs 17 
APLA, Leichhardt 17 
Hejduk Wanderers 17 
Giladesvile, Spit SC 17 
Wollongong Wolves. 17 
Sydney Olympic 17. 
Newcastle United FC 17 
Central Coast Utd 17 
Suthetiand Shite 17 
Macarthur Rams 17 
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PREMIER YOUTH LEAGUE 
GRADE 14 


PWOLEA 
712 44 57 
BiacktownGity 17 12 38 
Parramatta Eagles 17 11 a 
Gladesvile Spint SC 17 9 21 
Wollongong Wolves 77 10 

‘Sydney OWmpic 17. 
Newcastle United FC 17 

Sutherland Shite 17 
Bankstown Cy Cubs 17, 

Hajduk Wanderers 17 

APIA. Lechhardt 17. 

Sydney United 17, 

Macarthur Rams 17 

Central Coast Utd 


Marconi Siations 


R488 
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Gladesville Split SC. 17 
Central Coast United 17 
Newcastle United FC 17 
‘Sydney United 16 
MacarthurRams 17 
Bankstown City Cuts 16 
APLA Lechhardt 17 
‘Sutherland Shire 17 
Wollongong Wolves 17. 
‘Helduk Wenderers 17 
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Bankstown City Cubs 17, 
SutherlanéShire 17 
BlacktownCily 17, 
Newoaste United FC 17 
APIA Lechhardt 17 
Wollongong Wolves. 17, 
MacenthurRams 17 
Hajduk Wanderers 17 
Central Coast Utd 17 
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PREMIER YOUTH LEAGUE 
GRADE 18 


Marconi Stalions 
‘Wollongong Wolves 
Blacttown City 
‘Sutherland Shire 
Gladesvile Spint SC 
Sydney Olympic 
Parrematta Eagles 
‘Syorey United 
Heldkk Wanderers 
Wacerthor Rams 
APIA Leichhardt 
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Marconi Stalions 
Parramatia Eagles 
Blacklown Gly 
Giadesville Spit SC 
‘Sydney Olynpic 
‘Sydney United 
‘Wollongong Wolves 
Bankstown City 
Newcastle Utd FC 
APIA Lelchhardt 
Sutherland Shire 
Hajduk Wanderers 
Macarthur Rams 
Central Coast Utd 


Ti 118178 
56 98.175 
70 96.168 
88 42147 
95 44140 
117 14.119 
114 2 itt 
102 -7106 
449 83103 
423 38108 
125 -12 99 
160 81 81 
22 12467 
179 -11456 
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SUPER YOUTH LEAGUE - ROUND 15: 
GRADE 13: Fairfield Buls 0 Penrith Nepean United 
1, Bonnyrigg White Eagles 8 St George 0, Fraser Park 
- Canterbury 1 Pasramata Star 4, Sctofields Scorpions 
2 Granvile lage 0, Northern Tigers 0 Manly Warringah 
Dolphins 4, Hils United 1 Southem Branch 4 
GRADE 14: Fairfield Bulls 0 Perrin Nepean United 
1, Bonnyrigg White Eagles 0 St George 2, Fraser Park 
- Canterbury 2 Parramatta Star 1, Scrofields Scorpions 
4 Granville Rage 1, Northem Tigars 0 Manly Warringah, 
Dolphins 1, Hills United 5 Southem Branch 2. 
GRADE 15; Fairies Bulls 0 Pencth Nepean United 
2, Bonnyigg White Eagles 2 St George 2, Fraser Park 
‘Canterbury 1 Parramatta Star 2, Schofieds Scorpions. 
3 Granville Rage 0, Northem Tigers 2 Manly Warringah 
Dolphins 0, Hils United 1 Southem Branch 1 
(GRADE 16: Faifieks Bulls 2 Penrth Nepean United 
+, Bonnyrigg White Eagles 2 St George 1, Fraser Perk 
- Ganterbury 1 Parramatta Star 1, Schofields Scorpions 
0 Granvile Rage 2, Northem Tigers 0 Manly Warringah 
Dolphins 1, Hils United 2 Souther Branch 0. 
‘GRADE 18: Faitield Bus O Penrth Nepean United 
0, Bonnyrigg White Eagles 1 St George 2, Fraser Park 
~ Canterbury 0 Parramatta Sta’ 3, Schofields Scorpions 
'5 Granville Rage 2, Northem Tigers 0 Manly Warringah 
Dolphins 1, Fills United 3 Southemn Branch 0, 


SUPER YOUTH LEAGUE 


A 
Manly Warringah 7 
Parramatta Star 4 
onnyrigg WF 0 
Pent Nepean Utd 1 
St George 

Southem Branch 
Granville Rage 

Fraser Pk — Coury 
Schofield Soorpiors 15 
‘lls United Brumbies 15 
Northem Tiers 15 
Fairfield Bus 15: 


2» 
2 


Manly Warringah 

Penth Nepean Uid. 15 
Schafisld Scorpions. 15 
BonryiggWE 18. 
Gramile Rage 15 
Freser PK-Cury 15. 
Hills United Brumbies 15 
Fife Buls 18 
Norham Tigers 18 
Souther Branch 15 
Pamamatta Star 15 
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Freser Pk-Chury 
Granvite Rage 
Manly Warringah 
Fairfield Bulls 


SUPER YOUTH LEAGUE 


Manly Warringah 
StGoorge 
Bonnyriog WE 
Penrith Nepean Utd 
Parramatta Star 
Fairfield Bus 


SRSSRKSY 


Hills United Brumbies 15 
Granvile Rage 15 
Fraser Pk-Crbury 15 
Northem Tigers 15 
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wise 


Parramatia Stat 

‘Manly Waningeh 
Feirfeld Bulls 

Schofiedd Scorpions 
Norther Tigers 

St George 

Hils United Brumbies 15 
Peni Nepean Utd 15 
Southem Branch 15, 
Bonnyrigg WE 15 
Fraser Pk-Cury 15 


Hils United Brumbies 75 25 

Fairfield Buls 

Granville Rage 

Fraser Pk-Cury 75 15 20 40 75 138-63 85 


DIVISION ONE YOUTH LEAGUE - 
RESCHEDULED FROM ROUND 12: 
GRADE 13: Dulwich Hil 2 Bathurst 75 Wester 3, 
‘Hurstuille Cty Minotaurs 0 Bathurst 75 Westem 2 
GRADE 14: Dulwich Hill 0 Bathurst 75 Western 1, 
Hurstville Cty Minotaurs 0 Bathurst 75 Westem 2. 
GRADE 15: Dulwich Hill 1 Bathurst 75 Wester 0, 
Hoursvile Cty Minotaur 1 Bathurst 75 Westem 0, 
GRADE 16: Dulwich Hill 3 Bathurst 75 Wester 0, 
Hurstville Cty Minotaurs 2 Bathurst 75 Westem 2, 
GRADE 18: Dulwich Hill 2 Bathurst 75 Wester 5, 
Hursvle Cty Minotaurs 4 Bathurst 75 Westem 1, 


ROUND 15: 

GRADE 13: Rockdale City Suns 0 Sydrey Uni 
Eastem Lions 2, Belmofe Hercules 3 Stanmore Hawks 
2, Camden Tigors 1 Mt Druit Town Rangors 2, Ryde 
‘City 0 Wollongong United 4. 


GRADE 14: Rockdale City Suns 2 Sydrey Uni 
Eestem Lions 0, Beimore Hercules 2 Stanmore Hawks 
0, Camden Tigers 1 Mt Druitt Town Rangers 1, Ryde 
Gy 0 Wollongong United 0. 


GRADE 15: Rockdale City Suns 1 Sydrey Unt 
Ezstem Lions 2, Beimore Hercules 4 Stanmore Hawks 
0, Camden Tigers 1 Mt Drutt Town Rangers 1, Ryde 
Cty 6 Wollongong United 1 


GRADE 16: Rockdale City Suns 2 Sydney Uni 
Ester Lions 2, Belmore Hercules:7 Stanmore Hawks 
0, Camden Tigers 2 Mt Druitt Town Rangers 0, Ryde 
City 0 Wollongong United 2. 


GRADE 18: Rockdale City Suns 1 Sydney Uni 
Easter Llons 4, Baimore Hercules + Stanmore Hawks 
43, Camden Tigers 0 Mt Druitt Town Rangers 2, Ryde 
‘Gly +4 Wollongong United 0. 


DIVISION ONE YOUTH LEAGUE 
GRADE 13 


Pw 
Wollongong Ud 14 12 
Belmore Hercules 
Mt Druitt Town Ran 
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Hurstville City Min 
Stanmore Hawks 


Eeesnosceaur 
SGoGRBBRSBET 


18 AUSTRALIAN AND BRITISH SOCCER WEEKLY — JUNE 22, 2004 


DIVISION ONE YOUTH LEAGUE. 
GRADE 14 


Pwo 
Bathurst 75/Western 13.12 30 
Belrore Hercules 14 12 2 
MtDnitt Town Ran 13 2 
Camden Tigers 14 24 
Ryde City 8 7 
Roctdale City Suns 14 16 
Hursvile CityMin 14 1 
Dulwich Hil 13 2 
‘SU Easter Lions” 14 12 
Wollongong Utd 14 19 
‘Stanmore Hawks 14 


DIVISION ONE YOUTH LEAGUE 


‘SU Eastern Lions 14 tf 
Ryde City 1310 
Hurstville Cty Min 14 
Wollongong Utd 14 
Dulwich Hil cy 
Rockdale Cty Suns 14 
Belmore Hercules 14 
Camden Tigers 14 
Bathurst 75/Westem 13. 
MtDruit Town Ran 13 
Stanmere Hawks 14 


47 


DIVISION ONE YOUTH LEAGUE 


Hurswille City Min 
‘Camden Tigers 

Dulwich Hil 

Wollnngong Utd 
Belmore Hercules 
Bathust 75/Westem 13 
Rockdale City Suns. 13 
Mt Dnutt Town Ran 13 
Ryde City 0 
Stanmore Hawks. 14 
SUEastem Lins 14 
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DIVISION ONE YOUTH LEAGUE 
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‘Camden Tigers 
Ryde Cty 
‘Stanmoré Hawes 
Didi Hill 
Hurstville Ciy Min 
Bathurst 75MWestem 13, 
MéDrutt Town Ran 13 
‘SU Eastem Lions 14 
Rockdale City Suns 14 
Belmore Hercules 14 
Wollongong Uta 14 
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DIVISION ONE YOUTH LEAGUE 


Dulwich Hit 
Camden Tigers 
Belmore Herculss 
Ryde City 
Hurstville City Min 
‘Wollongong Utd 

Mt Dratt Town Ran 
‘SU Eastem Lions 
Rockdale City Suns 
‘Stanmore Hawks 


193 73 98 
1 89 

121 47 89 
M11 0 78 


S.$.le YOUTH LEAGUE: ROUND 15: 

GRADE 42: Biecktown Districts 0 Suthertand 
Association 3, St George Association 1 North West 
Sydney Koalas 1, UNSW 4 Wollongong Wolves 0, 
NNorthem Tigers 1 Mafconi 1, Macarthur Rams. 0 
Nepsan Association 2, Southem Branch 0 Manly 
Warringah Dolphins 2 

GRADE 14: Blacktown Districts 0 Sutherland 
Association 6, St George Association 0 North West 
Sydney Koalas 1, UNSW 0 Wollongong Wolves 3, 
Norther Tigers 4 Matconi 1, Macarthur Rams 2 
Nepean Association 0, Southem Branch 0 Manly 
Warringah Dolphins 1 

GRADE 16: Backiown Districts Sutherland 
‘Association, St George Association 0 North West 
Sydney Koalas 3, LNSW 1 Wollongong Wolves 3, 
Northem Tigers 0 Marconi 0, Macarthur Rams 1 
Nepean Association 2, Southem Branch 1 Manly 
‘Warringah Dolphins 0. 


$.S.1. GIRLS YOUTH LEAGUE. 
GRADE i2 


Pw 
14612 
1412 
4H 
14:10 
“4 
4 
18 
7s 
4 
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Manly Warringah 
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Centrl Coast Utd 
Wollorgang Wolves 
Northem Tigers 
Marcon Stallons 
Blacktown Assoc 
UNSW 


peace aenes Se, 
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5.5.1. GIRLS YOUTH LEAGUE 
GRADE 16 


Pw 
Southem Branch 14 13 
NW Sydney Koalas 14 1 
Macarthur Rams 14 10 
MantyWartingah 14 
Nepean Assoc 14 
Sutherland Asoo 14 
Biackiown Assoc 14 
Central Coast Utd 13 
Wollongong Wolves. 14 
StGeorge Assoc 14 
Marcon! Stalions 14 
Norhem Ties 14 
UNSW 
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GRADE ‘1: KuRing-Gai Association t Eastom, 
‘Suburbs Association 1, Manly Warringah Association 4 
Canterbury Association 0, Gladesville Hornsby 
‘Association 1 Central Coast Association 0, Granville 
Association 2 Nepean Association 2, Macarthur 
‘Assotiation 0 lawarra Associaton 1, Southam Branch 
1 Bankstown Association 2, Sutherland Association 1 
Blacktown Association 2, ‘Southem Districts 3 St 
George Assocation 1 

GRADE 12: KuRing-Gai_ Associaton 3 Eestem 
‘Suburbs Assocation 0, Manly Warringah Association 4 
Canterbury Association 2, Gladesville Homsby 
Associalon 2 Central Goast Association 0, Granvile 
‘Association 1 Nepean Association 0, Macarthur 
‘Association 3 Mawar Associafon 1, Southem 3ranch 
0 Bankstown Association 3, Sutherland Assotiation 1 
Blacktown Association 2, Southem Districts 2 St 
George Assocation 3,» 


attack UNDER 11 
METROPOLITAN LEAGUE 
Northern Conference 


P 
Nepean 0 
Granvile so 
Cantertury wo 
Giedesvile-Homsby 16 
Maniy-Warringah 10 
CentralCoast 10 
Ku Rine-Gai 10 
Eastem Suburbs 10 
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Attack UNDER 11 
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Gladesvile-Homsby 19 
‘Maniy-Warringah 
Cental Coast 
Canterbury 

Granvile 

Ku-Ring-Gai 

Nopean 

Easter Suburbs 


METROPOLITAN LEAGUE 


Pe FA 
10 
g 
10 
0 
10 


For all the latest news, 
results and information see 
www.soccernsw.com 


SOCCER NSW 


www.soccernsw.com.au 


MW 
Gz» 
So, 1S Lehr 


NSW 


Bove favourite to get Gold 


5 Stock 


nights. The opportunity for foot- 
balls créme de la créme to swap 
their sweat soaked shirts for a bow tie 
and tails and to pay homage to the 
winner of the prestigious Gold Medal. 

Awarded to the Best and Fairest 
Premier League player during the 2003/4 
season, the Gold Medal is not just about 
acknowledging footballing excellence, it 
is also about history and writing ones 
name in the record books. 

Since the Premier Le3gue started in 
season 2000/1 the three recipients have 
all been strikers - Steve Lazzari and 
Daniel Macor from Belconnen and 
James Monie then with the Central Coast 
- 50 will we finally see the emergence of 
a midfielder, defender or goalkeeper 
good enough to etch his name in stone? 

Previously known as the Best and 
Fairest Gold Medal and the Rothmans 
Medal some of its earlier winners have 
included former Australian representa- 


|: is the Premier Leagues night of 


tives George Blue (inaugural winner in 
1970), Johnny Watkiss (twice in 1971 
and 977), Manfred Schaefer (1972), 
Agenor Muniz (1983) and Paul Carter 
(1997). 

‘The Medal has also has also produced 
its fair share of upsets and only once in 
its history has it ever gone to dual win- 
ners, season 1998 with Jimmy Nikas and 
John Buonavoglia sharing the spotlight. 

This year, same as last, allows for 
each club to nominate their best player, 
eliminating those who have suffered the 
indignity of being sent off or suspended 
during the season. 

From the list of twelve, the club then 
votes on a 3-2-1 basis for the pool of thie 
twelve players, the player getting the 
most votes is declared the Gold Medal 
winner, 

So who will be crowned Gold Medal 
winner 2003/4? 

‘The nominees are [drum roll]; 


Norman Tome (A.P.LA.- 
Leichhardt) - The talented former 
Sydney Olympic and Marconi midfield- 
et come striker for A-PILA. had yet 
another strong Premier League season. 
Sitting in behind the two strikers Tome 
was his side’s best attacking option with 
ten goals in 23 League and Cup appear- 
ances. 


Richard Luksic (Bankstown City 
Lions) — A tower of strength in the cen- 
tre of the Lions defence, Luksic has been 
the heart and soul of his side’s push to 
Championship glory. 

Marking some of the biggest names in 
the League he has consistently shown he 
has matured into one of the best defend- 
ers in the Premier League and is expect- 
ed to poll strongly. 


Tlija Prenzoski (Belconnen Blue 
Devils) —In the shadow of Daniel Macor 
earlier in the season, Prenzoski exploded 
in the second round just as his side need- 
ed him the most. He scored 18 goals for 
the year, one less than Golden Boot win- 
ner Matthew Borg, including eight goals 
in eight games, which took the Blue 
Devils to Premiership glory. 


John Crawley (Blacktown City) - 
Arguably the League’s most enduring 
goalkeeper, Crawley had yet another 
consistent season posting six clean 
sheets and leading the Demons to the 
semi-finals. Strong in the air or on the 
ground, his improved distribution has 
seen him turn defence into attack with 
his long raking kicks one of Blacktown’s 
best attacking weapons. 


Shane Knight (Bonnyrigg White 
Eagles) - The Bonnyrigg skipper started 
the year off slowly, but by season’s end 
he was consistently amongst his teams 
best. Playing either in the centre of the 


park or on the flanks, Knight was equal 
ly at home in either position carting the 
ball forward to set up an attack of rolling 
up his slecves to do the hard stuff in 
defence, 


Allan Picken (Canterbury- 
Marrickville) - A disappointing club 
season was overshadowed by an inspired 
personal season for Allan Picken. He 
played ina variety of roles this year from 
striker to central midfielder and even 
stopper on occasion, he was the Berries 
Mr Reliable, playing in all bar one of the 
clubs League matches to score five goals 
in the process, 


Mare Falzon (Central Coast) — 
Picked for the state team last season, he 
has quickly become known as one of the 
best up and coming midfielders in the 
League. Leading his young side from the 
front, Falzon was an inspiration to his 
team mates looking fora leader as they 
fought hard to avoid relegation. 


Ben Delicata (Parramatta Eagles) - 
He might be one of the smallest players 
in the League, but pound for pound he is 
definitely one of the most exciting and 
entertaining players to come out of 
Melita Stadium in years, His sheer pace 
and exquisite ball control stamps him as 
a player of genuine class. 


Luke Boyd (Penrith Panthers) — 
Played in every one of the Panthers 
League and Cup matches this season, a 
quality defender who made the leap from 
squad player to superstar in a season. 
Considered by many to be the next big 
thing, Boyd’s solid year lists him as one 
of the dark horses for this year’s medal. 


Some of the Gold Medal Finalists: (clockwise from top) Raphael Bove, St George; Allan Picken, Canterbury- 
.; Tolgay Ozbey, Crescent Star; Shane Knight, Bonnyrigg; Richard Plesa, 
itthew Borg, Bankstown; John Crawley, Blacktown City 


Marrickville; Norman Tome, A.P. 
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Richard Plesa (Rockdale City Suns) 
= The benchmark defender by whom 
every other fullback can measure his 
performance. A no-nonsense, no beg- 
your-pardons type, who even added the 
coaching tag to his ever expanding 
repertoire this season, looking after his 
team for two games early in the season. 


Raphael Bove (St. George) - The 
heart and soul of the Saints outfit ; when 
Bove played well, the Saints played 
well. His combination in the midfield 
with Gabriel Mendez tured the Saints 
from also-rans to finalists in one of their 
best seasons in decades. The red-hot 
favourite Bove is the player to beat in 
this year’s awards. 


Tolgay Ozbey (Sydney Crescent 
Star) — He has had them screaming on 
the terraces of Lidcombe Oval with his 
pace, and his nose for scoring a goal 
made him one of the League’s hottest 
prospects. He scored twelve League and 
Cup goals in seventeen games after join- 
ing the club midway through the season. 
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Olympic looks for 


coach 

Former Parramatta Power coach Nick 
Theodorakopoulos hus endorsed 
Bankstown City Lions boss Andy Papoulias 
as his choice to take over the vacant posi- 
tion at Sydney Olympic, 

The former NSL championship winning 
coach believes Papoulias would be a perfect 
fit at Olympic as they seek to. make an 
impression in the revamped NSW Premier 
League. 

“Andy is a very authentic coach with an 
excelient track record,” Theodorakopoulos 
said, “his Bankstown team played for the 
Jersey and for him and he built a tremen- 
dous team unity that had every player 
believing that they could win the League. 


WINTER SUPER LEAGUE: ROUND 1 
FIRST GRADE: Sydney University 0 Macarthur 
ams 0, Northam Tigers 2 (A Foti 30/20) Dulwich Hil, 
2 iOwn goal 5mm J Nikas 83m), Ryde City 1 Fairfield 
Bulls 3, Hurstvilo ZSC 1 (D Allovic 27m) Sutherland 
Sharks 4 (A Mammoiti 63m Own goal 72m M Hiton 
‘4m D Helleman 87m), Manly Warringah Dolphins 2 
(6 Fisher 12:77m) Hurswvila Cy Minotaurs 0, MSC 
Liverpool 4 (P Polo 77m) Hajduk Wanderers United 3 
(Mlorfino 62m G Issa 70m T Gledhill 88m), Stanmore 
Hawks 2 (S Liavas 67m S Bailis 72m) Fraser Park 
Dragons 2 (A suc 7m A Faria 22m), 

‘GRADE 20: Sydney University 2 Macarthur Rams 
0, Northam Tigers 2 Dulwich Hil 3, Ryde City 1 
Fatfield Bulls 3, HursWvila 2SC 0 Sutherland Sharks 2, 
Manly Warringah Dolphins 4 Hurstville Gity Minolaurs, 
‘0, MSC Liverpool 1 Hajduk Wanderers United 2, 
‘Stanmore Hawks 2 Fraser Park Dragons 1. 


WINTER SUPER LEAGUE, 
FIRST GRADE 


P WOLF AD Pt 
Stanmore Hawks 16 103 3 3 17 16 33 
Manly Warringah 16 110 5 2 13 12 33 
Hajduk Wanderers 16 107 5 @4 17 7 31 
Fairfield Buls 16 8 2 6 26 18 8 2 
Fraser Park Dragonst6 7 4 5 24 18 6 25 
MacarhurRams 166 6 4 29 2 3 24 
HurstileZSC_ 167 3 6 23 24 1 24 
‘Sydney University 166 5 5 16 15 1 23 
Shas 16718 6B 3 2 
Northem Tigers 165 4 7 2 2B 2 19 
Dulwich Hal 16529 4 3 4017 
Hurstvie CityMin 164 4 8 19 27 -8 16 
NSC. Liverpool 16 4 2 1018 26 -8 14 
Fyde City 22 12% 219 
WINTER SUPER LEAGUE 
GRADE 
P WOLF A OD Pt 
Manly Warringah 16 151 0 57 13 44 45 
Haiduk Wanderers 16 102 4 35 22 13 32 
Suthertand Sharks 16 101 5 29 16 13 31 
‘Dulwich Hil 169.3 4 30 21 18 30 
Fraser Park Dragons 168 4 4 35 22 13 28 
FaifioddBuls 16.8 3S 33 28 5 27 
NorhemTwers 16 7 5 4 29 21 B 26 


‘The Grand Final win was testament to that 
and I firmly believe he would the best man 
for the Olympic job.” 


League going to the 
Wolves? 

Down at Wollongong, Wolves boss John 
Tamer is still none the wiser as to what 
course of action his club will be taking over 
the next few months, 

“t's public knowledge that the club has 
put in a bid for the new Australian Premier 
League competition and the NSW Premier 
League,” Tumer said. 

“We should know something ty the end 
of August and then we can look at our 
recruitment campaign for the new season. 
Till then I’m just out watching games and 
keeping my ear to the ground for develop- 
ments.” 


Panthers keep 


Tony 

‘While some clubs are still speculating on 
their future others have put pen to paper 
with their coaches for next season, Penrith 
has been one of the first, agreeing to terms 
with Tony Rasmussen for another season. 

“Tony has been a funtastic success for the 
Panthers and built a formable and very 
interactive squad over the past couple of 
seasons,” Panthers Secretary Mike Starr 
said. 


MSC. Liverpool 165 4 7 28 0 2 19 
MacartturRams 765 2 9 23 90 7 17 
Sydney University 16 5 2 9 22 29 7 17 
Stanmore Haws 36.5 0 1117 37 -2018 
Hurstvile CityMin 16 4 1 1113 45 -32 19 
Huswvile2SC 16.3 <2 1120 97 17 11 
Ryde City 1622 1212 4 28 
‘STATE LEAGUE DIViGI0N One: 
ROUND 1 


FIRST GRADE: ears The Wanderers 
4 (J Arango 82m), White City 4 (2 Alavania 3im S. 
‘Vulic 32m M Sinonovee 70m J Zrinjanin 80%) Fairfield 
Gy Lions 3 (A Zmira 24m T Devrimo! 38m H Halipoolu 
75m), Hills United 2 (C Lewis 5m B Ahmedi 35m) 
‘Nepean Association 1 (G McPherson 65m), Schofields 
‘Soorplons 0 Westem Fiage 1 (awn goal 2m), Belmore 
Hercules 0 Liverpool Bossy 2 (N Bosevski 83/75m), Mt 
Dit Town Rangers 1 (A Azzopardi 45%) Wollongong 
United 0, Bathurst 75 2 (R Guihot 13m A Gacta 82m) 
Mt Pritchard 1 (D Wels 73m). 

GRADE 20: Camdan) Tigers 2 The Wanderers 2, 
White City 4 Fairfeld City Lions 2, Hlls United 1 
Nepean Association 0, Schofields Scorpions 3 
Wester Rage 3, Belmore Hercules 3 Liverpool Bossy 
© (Win by Forfeit), Mt Druitt Town Rangers 6 
‘Wallongong United 0, Bathurst 75.0 Mt Pritchard 10. 
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Sydney re-signs 
Grunter 

Sydney United, one of the four newcom- 
ers to the Premier League, have also com- 
menced their preparations for the new 
season with a meeting last Wednesday 
night. 

The club looks likely to resign Grant Lee 
as head coach with an official announce- 
ment expected there very soon. 

Lee hasn't been letting the grass grow 
under his feet during the break in seasons, 
tuming out for Manly Vale in the local 
Premier League competition in the Manly 
District. “Grunter’ has been joined by 
another Formeroo in Alan Hunter and 
between the two of them they have been 
bagging goals let right and centre. 


Suns looks for stars 

Rockdale City Suns General Manager 
Mendo Cklamoyski has confirmed thatIvan 
Petkovic will retum for 2004/5 and is look- 
ing to recruit some big names to bolster the 
roster. 

“Our season was hampered by a lack of 
consistency and we need to reensit some 
key players in a number of key positions to 
turn that around,” Cklamoyski said. 

“We have already started to speak to the 
players we would like for next season and 
work through our existing roster but it is 
still early days and a lot will depend on who 
we retain. I can say we are looking at some 
big names, but nothing official as yet.” 


‘STATE LEAGUE DIVISION ONE 
GRADE 20 

WDLF A D Pt 
Nopoan Assalaton 17 191 9 38 17 21 40 
Mt Pritchard 7 22 3 59 2 37 38 
Westem Rage 17 114 2 61 23 38 37 
Stfeide Scorpions 17 103 4 39 24 15 39 
MtDrutt Town Ran 17 102 § 45 20 25 a2 
Hills Ud Brumbies 17.9 2 6 39 20 19 29 
‘White City 178 3 6 42 45 3 27 
Camden Tigers 177 4 6 30 29 1 25 
‘The Wanderers 176 2.9 39 41 -2 20 
Belmore Hercules 17 2 1024 98 -1417 
Bathurst "75 W751 117 82 3516 
Faifield City Uons 17.3 § 9 27 37 -1014 
Liverpool Bossy 17 2 2 1320 51 -318 
Wollongong United 17 1 4 1521 82 614 


STATE LEAGUE DIVISION TWO: ROUND 13: 

FIRST GRADE: Blacktown Districts 1 (J Palumbo 
‘87m) Greystanes SC 3 (D Falcon 8m R Sandoval 44m 
‘A Eid 58m), Iter Lions + (L Wright 33m) UNSW 9, 
‘Aubum Stars 0 Hawkesbury Cl 0, Springwood SC 1 
(Fl Haberman 60m) Southem Star Sharks 1 (T 
Boustani 22m), Prospect United + (A Fao 54m) 
Groenisand SC 0. 

GRADE 21/ Blacktown Districts 1 Greystanes SO 
1, Inter ons 1 UNSW 1, Aubum Stars 0 Hawkasbuy 
City 12, Springwood SC 3 Southem Star Sharks 1, 
Prospect United 1 Greenistand SC 1. 

GRADE 19; Blacktown Districts 3 Greystanes SC 
4, Inter Lons 1 UNSW 41, ALbum Stars 0 Hawkesbury 
Giy 6, ‘SC 1 Southern Star Sharks 1, 
Prospect United 1 Greenisland SC 1. 
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Brown out at 
Centre, still causing 


sparks 


‘The fallout from dhe sacking of Gordon 
Brown is still reverberating around The 
Serbian Centre with rumours suggesting 
Mike Urukalo is the man to lead the club for 
2004/5. 

Having taken the White Eagles to the 
Continental Tyres Cup Final last season, 
Brown is disappointed at the way in which 
his departure from Bonnyrigg was handled, 

“am very disappointed by the manner in 
which this all happened,” Brown said when 
FTS caught up with him last week. 

“Thad a discussion with the club in the 
lead up to the Cup Final and we agreed to 
terms, they offered me a contract and 
signed it. 

“Two weeks later I get a call from the 
club secretary saying that there had been a 
committee change and that my services 
were no longer required.” 

Tn between times Brown had knocked 
back two offers from New Zealand National 
Teague clubs to stay with Bonnyrigg and 
was advanced in his discussivus with a 
number of players about next season. 

“Tknocked back some very firm offers to 
remain loyal to the club and all I get is a 
phone call from the secretary. No explana- 
tion, not even a phone call from the 
President.” 


STATE LEAGUE DIVISION TWO 
FIRST GRADE 
PWOLF ADP 
Inter Lions W701 3 26 12 14 2 
Abum Stars 126 3 3 20 12 8 A 
Blackiown Districts 12.8 | 5 22 2 +1 19 
Spingwood = 1:59 4 188 4 1a 
Greystones = 12.5 9 4 17 1 1 18 
HS 2emis1 7 
2372 19 16 3 16 
SouthamSiar 12 4 4 4 18 1€ 0 16 
Prospect United 12 3 3 6 13 2 -1012 
us 2314 @ 9 10 
GwerisndSC 111-46 12 23-17, 
STATE LEAGUE DIVISION TWO 
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PWOLF ADP 
u 291 2 37 10 27 
GmonislandSC 12 B t 3 33 20 13 25 
Ier Lions. w7 23 9 12 27 2% 
Hakoah N7439 917 182 
Hawkesbury Ciy 126 1 5 31 24 7 18 
Blacktown Disthcts 12.6 1 5 20 20 0 18 
ProspectUnited 12 4 3 5 26 29 -9 15 
‘Springwood 395 19m 8 12 
Sothem Star 12.2 5 5 16 2 7 11 
Groystanes 2237 18 28 -09 
Avbum Stars 12:0 t 117 «69 421 


For all your Soccer accessories including boxed style 
goal nets, coaching hurdles, grides poles, training 
domes, fast feet ladders and the 2004 coaches diary, 
contact Roy or Norm at Soccer Wearhouse. 


Phone number (02) 8814 4437 or (02) 8814 4438 


THUMBS UP - The Premier 
‘League Grand Final was again a roaring 
success. The attendance figure of 5,000 
was healthy and augers well for the 
revamped season to kick off in 
November 2004. 

A tig thumbs up to the two busloads 
of Preston fans from Melbourne who 
made the trip up to Sydney for the 
match. 

Having left ‘Mexico’ on Sunday 
night, the buses arrived st Marconi 
Stadium at midday, returning after the 
Post match festivities had been com- 
pleted at Jensen Park around midnight 
on Monday. 

From what We hear it was a very 
quiet bus trip home as the excitement 
from the match and sore heads from the 
party afterwards reaped havoc on the 
hearty travellers. 


THUMBS DOWN - The cold 
weather over the weekend kept many 
fans away from another solid round of 
Winter Super League action, 

‘Mather natures dished up a winters 
day more akin to the Scottish Highlands 
than Sydney and had many of us 
dichards bombarding the canteens for 
Plenty of hot sustenance. 

Fingers crossed Mother Nature can 
dish up some much needed rain with 
the standard of some pitches more like 
the M2 Motorway at present. 


‘STATE LEAGUE DIVISION THREE: ROUND 13, 

FIRST GRADE: Roosters FC 1 Balmain SC 2, 
Kellyville Kolts 13 New Sporting SCC 0, Trasandinos 5 
Gazy Lansvale 1, Lithgow Workmen 2 Eartwood 
Wanderers 1, East Coast Magic 3 Gladosvila United 1, 
Sydney Cedars SC 1 Colo Colo 2. 

RESERVE GRADE: Roosters FC 1 Balmain SC7, 
Kellyville Kull 7 New Syxxting SCC 1, Kelyvile Kos 
7 New Sporting SCG 1, Trasandinos 6 Gazy Lansvale 
2, Litngow Workmen 3 Eartwood Wanderers 0, East 
Goast Magic 2 Gladesvilo United 1, Sydney Cedars 
SC 5 Colo Colo 1, 
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Academy delivers the 
Wolves a stinging lesson 


By Aimee Brown 


fler a week’s break in the Arrive 
A* NSW Womens Super 

League for the Queen’s Birthday 
weekend, the NSW Academy travelled 
down to the BHP Centenary Ground to 
face the Wollongong Wolves, and 
walked away with a 2-0 win, 

‘The Academy scored in the 4th minute 
courtesy of Kylie Ledbrook, who 
slammed the ball in from a crowded goal 
box from the right hand side. Jt hit the left 
post, but bounced in to give the visitors 
their first goal. 

In the first half play moved between the 
midfield and the Wolves’ end, with 
‘Academy maintaining much of the ball 
‘possession. 

However Wollongong did create a num- 
ber of opporturities, with Vanessa Mann 
doing a good jeb of bringing the ball into 
their scoring third, only to be held off by 
the Academy's defence and keeper. 

Academy's second goal was scored in 
the 35th minute by Servet Uzunlar, who 
played a very strong game. She brought 
the ball down near the left hand back line 
and shot into the right of the goal out of 
reach of the keeper. 

Wollongong came back a little stronger 
in the second half, and managed to take 
more control of the ball. Some opportuni- 
ties were created by Vanessa Mann and 
Taryn Ruiz, but again strong Academy 
defence stopped them from converting 
them to goals, 

In the second half, Academy’s Servet 


Uzunlar went off injured after a nasty fall 
after a tackle, where she hit her head on 
the hard ground, 

Wollongong’s coach Moro Tucker was 
disappointed with the result, "we had little 
lapses and Academy made the most of 
them and put them away," he said, 

Academy coach Alen Stajic felt that his 
team came out strong but then slackened 
off after the first goal was scored. He said 
that there were quite a few players missing 
due to other soccer commitments, but said 
that it was 2 good opportunity "to give the 
youngsters a go". 

‘Competition leaders Marconi Stallions 
travelled out to Proctor Park, enduring the 
bitter cold to take home a 2-0 win over the 
Bathurst City Panthers. The game began 
quite evenly, and at half time the scores 
remained locked at nil all. 

Both teams created chances, but could- 
n't find the back of the net. Bathurst’s 
Belinda Muldoon created their best oppor- 
tunity, which unfortunately went over the 
top of the goal. 

After half time Marconi came back with 
renewed vigour and started to put the pres- 
sure on. This paid off in the 66th minute 
when Lisa Gilbert fired in a long shot into 
the top corner. 

This was quickly followed by a goal 
from Lisa Gatt who utilised a break in the 
Bathurst defence to put it away and give 
Marconi the win which keeps them on top 
of the table for another week.. 

‘The North West Sydney Koalas had a 
huge 7-1 win over Sutherland Association 
at the Harrie Dening Centre. The Koalas 


dominated the game from the first whistle 
and by half time the score was 3-0. 

Sutherland had patches of good play, 
but couldn’t manage to get past the 
Koalas’ keeper, Erin Hunter. 

The Koalas’ first goal came from 
Hayley Todd, who slotted it in after com- 
ing up one-on-one with the keeper. Todd 
scored again, and Heidi Lavis scored their 
third with a well worked team goal. 

After half time the Koalas scored again, 
bringing the lead up to 4-0 with a goal 
from Rachel Jones. Sutherland responded 
to this with one of their own, which was 
yolleyed in by Kelly Johnston after a sec- 
‘ond comer. 

But Koalas new recruit Jennifer 
Barbera put three more away before the 
final whistle, taking the score to 7-1. 

‘The Macarthur Rams had a 1-0 home 
game win against the Manly Warringah 
Dolphins at Lynwood Park. The Rams 
dominated the first half of the game, and 
managed to put a goal away in the 15th 
minute courtesy of Leena Khamis after a 
cross from Michelle Carey. 

Tn the second half the Rams took their 
foot off the pedal and the Dolphins gained 
more control, The Dolphins created some 
good chances, but failed to follow 
through. 

The game was played consistently end 
to end and a very strong Manly defence 
prevented the Rams from taking their 
score higher. 

UNSW had a 5-1 win over Nepean 
Association at Cook Park this weekend. 
Uni’s game really came together in the 


first half and they played some excellent 
football, bringing the score to 4-0 at half 
time. 

‘Alex Smith scored their first goal in the 
12th minute from a penalty, which was 
followed up in the 15th minute by a head- 
er into the goal from Kate Lanncn. 

Tina Raftopoulos picked up their third 
goal after knocking in a ball that had 
deflected off the Nepean defence, This 
was again quickly followed tp with a sec- 
ond goal from Alex Smith, who smashed 


ARRIVE ALIVE NSW WOMEN’S 
SUPER LEAGUE FIRST GRADE 


wo 


0 
1 
1 
2 
3 
3 
Sutherland Assoc 12.3 3 
Bathurst Gly Pan 12.3 1 
Manly Warringah 12 30 
Nepean Association 12 0 2 
ARRIVE ALIVE NSW WOMENS 
‘SUPER LEAGUE - RESCHEDULED FROM 
ROUND 2: 


FIRST GRADE: NSW Academy 5 core 2k 
Ledbrook x 1B Webb x1 T Leckey x1), 

GRADE 21; NSW Academy 3 Manly Warringah 
Dolphins 


ARRIVE ALIVE NSW WOMENS 
SUPER LEAGUE: ROUND 12: 
FIRST GRADE: Macarthur Rams 1 (L Khamis 
15m) Manly Warringah Dolphins 0, Sutherland 


the ball into the net after a cross, bringing 
the score to 4-0 at the break. 

In the second half Nepean changed their 
formation and attempted a more aggres- 
sive approach, which paid off with a goal 
in the 53rd from Lauren Bruce, which was 
a low shot in to the bottom far left of the 
goal. 

Kate Lannon scored the fifth and final 
goal for Uni in the 85th minute with 
another header from a comer, 


” Association 1 (K Johnston x 1) North West Sydney 


Koalas 7 (R Jones x 1 H Todd x 2 H Lavis x 1d 
Barbera x3), Wollongong Wolves 0 NSW Academy 2 
(K Ledtrook 4m Y Uzunlar 35m), Nepean Association 
4 (L Brice Sem) UNSW 5 (A Smith 128m K Lannon 
‘16)85m T Rattopoulos 36m), Bathurst Cly Panthers 0 
Marconi 2(L Gilbert 66m L Gatt 68m) 

GRADE 21: Macarthur Rams 2 Manly Warringah 
Dolphins 1, Sutherland Assocation ¢ North West 
‘Sydney Koalas 2, Wollongong Woves 1 NSW 
‘Acadamy 2, Nepean Association 1 INSW 0, Rathurst 
Gity Panthers 0 Marconi 4, 


ARRIVE ALIVE NSW WOMEN’S 
‘SUPER LEAGUE GRADE 21 


P WOLF A 
NSWaAcademy 12 110 
Marconi Stalions 

Sutherland Assoc 
NWSydrey Koalas 

‘Manly Warringah 

Wellongong Wolves 12 5 
‘Nepean association 12 5 
Bathurst Gty Pan 


Toothless Raptors pummeled 


By Aimee Brown 


ithont a doubt Sydney 
University had the largest 
margin of victory in the 
Arrive alive NSW Womens State 
League this weekend, defeating the 
Roselands Raptors 11-0 at Sydney 
University Oval. 

Uni dominated the game from the first 
whistle, and were 6-0 by half time, 

Roselands really struggled, partly 
because they had players backing up from 
the Under 21s game and were low on 
numbers. Regardless, they still put up a 
good fight and managed to create a few 
opportunities in the second half. 

An outstanding game was played by 
Uni’s Melissa Pennington, who scored 
four of the eleven goals with three put in 
from the sideline after comers. Anglea 
Ruchin also scored a brilliant goal in the 
26th minute from 30 yards out that sailed 
over the keeper's head and into the goal. 

Central Coast United had a 2-0 win 


over Hawkesbury City at Bensons Lane 
Reserve, where all players struggled with 
the extremely cold conditions. 

Tt was a well fought game on both sides 
and excellent defence on Hawkesbury’s 
side prevented Central Coast from scoring 
until the second half of the game. 

‘Their first goal was scored by Nicky 
Mackie in the 48th minute who had a clear 
shot at goal and put it past the keeper. 
Gillian McMinimee scored their second 
goal in the 75th minute from a comer, giy- 
ing them the game. 

‘St George Association travelled down 
to the South Nowra Fields to draw 1-1 
with Southem Branch. 

St George had more control in the first 
half and scored in the 23rd minute after a 
defensive error by Souther Branch. St 
George’s Angelina Koncurat was there to 
pick up the pieces and slotted it in. 
Southem Branch came back in the 39th 
minute with a well-worked team goal of 
their own, which was converted by striker 
Katie French. 

‘This brought them into the second half 


with a 1-1 score line, neither side could 
break. The Gladesville Ravens had a 3-2 
win over Granville Rage at Peel Park this 
weekend. Gladesville came out strong and 
scored in the 9th minute. Natasha Bohm 
put away a well executed angle touch from 
the goal post after a cross from Margie 
Corderoy. 

After this Gladesville backed off and 
Granville stepped up and put the pressure 
on. Granville’s Lisa Bailey put a goal 
away in the 17th minute, bringing the 
score to 1-1, where it remained until just 
before half time, when Gladesville’s 
‘Natasha Bohm scored her second goal in 
the 40th, reclaiming the lead for the 
Ravens. 

After half time, Gladesville came back 
stronger and in the 70th minute Charlotte 
Frew scored their third goal with a beauti- 
ful 30-metre drive. 

In the final minutes of the game 
Granville picked themsclves up and 
applied the pressure again, and managed 
to score their second goal, again courtesy 
of Lisa Bailey, in the 87th minute. 


Arrive alive nsw WOMENS 
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Hawkesbury 
Rloselands Reptors tt 1 


ARRIVE ALIVE NSW WOMENS: 
STATE LEAGUE: 
ROUND 12: 

FIRST GRADE: Syciney University 11 (A Loch ~ 
Wikinson 16/55m A Ruchin 26m M Pennington 
2eiaats2r80m P Kelly 94/@8m L Hudson 41153) 
Roselands Raptors 0, Hawkesbuy City 0 Central 
Coast FO 2 (N Mackie 48m G McMinimes 75m), 
Gladesvile Ravens 3 (C Frew 9/70m N Bohm 40m) 


Granvike Rags 2 (L Bally 17/87m), Souther Branch 
4 (K French 33m) St George Association 1 (J 
‘Thomson 23m). 

GRADE 21: Sydney University 2 Roselands 
Raptors 1, Hawkesbury City 0 Central Coast FC 1, 
Gladesvile Ravens 1 Granvile Rage 3, Southem 
Branch 0 St George Association 1. 
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Hajduk walks over 
tlistless Liverpool 


By Greg Stock 


ajdak consolidated third place 
H: the Winter Super League 

table with an easy 3-1 win over 
the struggling MSC Liverpool at 
Hammondville Oval. 

The writing was on the wall as early as 
the 14th minute for Liverpool who 
watched George Issa set up Chris 
Camilleri who smashed a drive directly at 
Liverpool goalkeeper Steve Minovski, 

‘Three minutes later Sefer Yildiz, had 
his shot from a Navid Varess corner 
tumed wide, before Tim Gledhill attempt- 
ed to lob Minovski in the 2ist minute and 
hit his strike just over the bar. 

Under relentless pressure early, the 
Liverpool defence held firm, but in the 
} 83rd they finally cracked when Camilleri 


Date 

Sat 27-Mar-04 

Mon 29-Mar-04 
Sun 28-Mar-04 
Sat 27-Mar-04 


Home Team 
Macarthur Rams 
Dulwich Hill 

Fraser Park Dragons 
Fairfield Bulls 


beat Peter Moon down the left hand 
touchline and fired in a pinpoint cross for 
‘Mark Iorfino to deftly nod away. 

George Issa then doubled the score line 
eight minutes later when he found the 
bottom left hand comer with a strong 
drive after good lead up work from 
Varess and Gledhill, 

Former Marconi junior Pat Politto 
gave Liverpool some hope in the 77th 
minute when he put away a loose ball in 
the penalty box after Hajduk had failed to 
clear a comer. 

But pushing men forward to find an 
equaliser finally told their undoing with 
Gledhill and Varess beating the offside 
trap to race forward; the former finding 
the net after his first shot was all but 
saved by Minovski’s feet, with Gledhill 
reacting quickly enough to put away the 
crumbs 

The win allowing Hajduk to puta five 
point gap in between third and the fourth 
placed Fairfield Bulls. 


SYDNEY UNI 0 
MACARTHUR RAMS 0 


“Tt was one of the most frustrating 
games I have had as a coach of this 
team,” University boss Stewart Porter 
said after watching his side struggle in 
atrocious conditions to post a scoreless 
draw with Macarthur Rams. 

Ona hard bumpy surface at University 
Oval, Porter's side were their own worst 
enemy continually turning the ball over to 
an equally as diabolical Rams side that 
could do little better, 

With new signing Brian Vanega rushed 
into the starting eleven and new signings 
James Stubbs-Mills and Paul Karbon 
watching on, University probably had the 
better of the chances but neither goal- 
keeper really had any great work to do as 
the game petered out into a yery tame 


\/ MSC Liverpool 
<> Hajduk Wanderers 


draw. The best chance of the match fell to 
Uni midfielder Pat Darvill in the 71st 
minute, who surged through a couple of 
feeble tackles to launch a long distance 
shot. Rams keeper Philip Zabaks had to 
move sharply to his right to save the 
chance. 

The biggest positive to come out of the 
game was Uni goalkeeper James Meyer 
who posted his eighth clean sheet in six- 
teen matches. 


NORTHERN TIGERS 2 
DULWICH HILL 2 


‘The match was somewhat brighter at 
Parklands Oval, though the conditions 
were equally as chilly as the Tigers held 
Dulwich Hill to a hard fought 2-2 draw, 

With Dulwich Hill boss Jimmy Patikas 
not willing to risk an underdone John 
Buonavoglia, Steve Karavatakis was 
again asked to start, but sadly for Patikas 
he succumbed to a calf injury after twen- 
ty minutes, having set up his side with an 
early 1-0 lead. 

Bursting through a sea of defenders 
Terry Atsas was bought down just outside 
the area, Karavatakis stepping up to take 
the 5th minute free kick which cannoned 
into the face of Tigers stopper Jason 
Méesiti and trickled into the net with goal- 
keeper Andrew Crews beaten, 

The Tigers came storming back into 
the contest in the 30th minute when a 
mistake by Dulwich Hill defender John 
Kelso came back to haunt him. Turning 
the ball over in their back third, Marcus 
Forst pounced on the loose ball sending 


Away Team 
Ryde City 

Sydney University 
Northern Tigers 
Hurstville ZSC 


in a short cross to Adam Foti who beat 
goalkeeper Wojtek Zarcyicki with the 
lob. 

While the second half was mainly an 
arm wrestle, the best was saved to last as 
firstly Jimmy Nikas and then Adam Foti 
attempted to make the game their own. 

Seven minutes from time, Nikas capi- 
talised on a Tigers midfield tumover to 
race forward and take the ball all the way 
to the edge of the penalty box. Pushing 
onto his left foot he stcuck the ball 
superbly pigeon holing the shot in the top 
left hand corner despite an acrobatic 
attempted saye from Crews. 

But into the last minute of the game 
Foti again put his best foot forward, in 
similar fashion to Nikas he burst through 
cut inside George Souris and Kelso and 
hit a shot fram just inside the area with 
the outside of the right foot which beat an 
advancing Zarzyicki and found the top 
right hand comer. 

Foti could have made it three for the 
afternoon when he bombed a chance with 
the last kick of the game as the Tigers 
raced forward from the kick off. 


RYDE CITY 1 
FAIRFIELD BULLS 3 


Ryde City slumped to their sixth 
straight-loss beaten by top five aspirants 
Fairfield Bulls in a fiery encounter at 
Magdala Oval. 

Fans of both sides had hardly settled 
into their seats when Leigh Gunn 
attempted a near impossible bicycle kick 
but referee Nick Asargiotis was quick to 


Winter Super League Round Four Fixtures 


Venue 
Lynwood Park 
Henson Park 
Fraser Park 
Cook Park (Mt 


tule offside as Gunn's shot sailed narrow- 
ly over the bar, 

Six minutes in and Gunn had chance 
number two when the Bulls were award- 
ed a penalty after Glen Willis was 
deemed to have checked Gunn as they 
battled for a loose ball. Sadly the kick 
sailed well wide and Ryde were off the 
hook, albeit temporarily. 

While both sides traded shots for most 
of the first half, the two goalkeepers — 
‘Tony Petroyski and Claudio Fernandez - 
kept the chances to a minimum andit was 
not until a Brendon Mitrovich header in 
the 58th minute that the nil-all draw was 
broken. Ex Bonnyrigg midfielder Javier 
Mancino whiped in a cross from deep 
which found Mitrovich lurking unmarked 
at the back post. 

Gunners striker Matty. Engele went 
close shortly after when he rattled the 
woodwork with a strike but at the other 
end, new signing Tolgay Ozbey made the 
home side pay dearly when he ran onto an 
Akwasi Agyei through ball to beat an 
advancing Petrovski with a calm finish. 

Gunn made up for his earlier misses 
when he tumed Ryde captain Simon 
Tumer at full speed and hit a right foot 
shot which beat Petrovski at the near post. 

Ex-Northem Spirit midfielder Alex 
Wilkinson giving Ryde a late consolation 
goal when he put away a Craig Young 
cross with a strong header but sadly for 
the home side it was too little too late. 

The win sees the Bulls come storming 
back into fourth spot on the ladder, the 
Gunners still rooted to the foot of the 
table. 


Time 

7:30pm 
8:30pm 
3:00pm 


Prit) 3:00pm 


Sun 28-Mar-04 
Sun 28-Mar-04 
Sun 28-Mar-04 


Hurstville City Minotaurs 
M.S.C. Liverpool 
Stanmore Hawks 


Sutherland Sharks 
Manly Warringah Dolphins 


Rockdale Ilinden Spt 3:00pm 
Hammondville Oval 3:00pm 
3:00pm 


NANNAOH H 
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Henson Park 


Hajduk Wanderers United 
With 2004 Winter Season contact 
Roy or Norm at the Soccer Wearhouse for Special 


is oc CER Prices on Bulk Orders of Patrick, Attack, Lotto, 
a, F Covo and Mitre soccer balls. 
, ~ Phone number (02) 8814 4437 or (02) 8814 4438 
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Strikers Cup, a competition that ranks 
among Australia's premier events for 
Under 9s soccer players, 

The event, which this year will be staged for 
the 26th time, will be held at Cromer Park, South 
Creek Road, Cromer on Sunday 8th August, 
2003. 

Hosted by the Collaroy Cromer Strikers Soccer 
Club, the 11-a-side competition is held to aid the 
transition of young players to the senior game on 
a full sized pitch. 

For many of the participants, playing in the 
Strikers Cup is their first exposure to the 'bigger' 
game - Under 9s in the Manly Warringah Soccer 
Association (MWSA) play nine-a-side games on 
a ‘three quarter’ field. 

First staged in 1979, when the event was won 


D= have been announced for the 2004 


www.soccernsw.com.au 


nnual Strikers Cup 


by Seaforth, Beacon Hill have won the event on 
the most occasions, eight. In the last two years, 
teams from outside the MWSA 
Region have won the compe- 
tition — Queens Park from. 
the Eastern Suburbs won 
in 2003 and Terrigal from 
the Central Coast won in 
2002. 
During the life of the Strikers 
Cup, the hosts of the event have 
only won the competition once, 
back in 1982 when Cromer and 
Collaroy (joined since 1995 as the 
Collaroy Cromer Strikers) were sep- 
arate teams. 
Cromer beat Beacon Hill in the 1982 Final, the 
Cromer team featuring a young Phil Moss, now 


Lucas’ heights 


Coach of the Manly Warringah Dolphins in the 

Soccer NSW Winter Super League. 

This year, the Strikers 
Cup will involve 24 
teams, playing a 
group phase of three 
games, before the top 

ight teams go through to a 

knock-out phase of quarter 

final, semi final and final games. 

With a history of high level of 
competition, clubs from across 

the Manly Warringah District, and 

from further afield, are now iden- 
tifying their best Under 9s players 

and starting the training of their Strikers 

Cups squads - all with the aim of getting their 

hands on the Striker Cup. 


£ 


‘As host of the Strikers Cup, the competition is 
also a reflection on the Collaroy Cromer Strikers 
Soccer Club, and its support of players not just 
within its own area, but also among the wider sac~ 
cer community in NSW. 


Entries for the 2004 Strikers Cup close on 
Friday 7 July. 

For entry and competition details contact 
Phil Auton of the Strikers Cup Committee on 
mbl: 0414 578 331, Email: 
pauton@optusnet.com.au 

Media inquiries to Nigel Benton, Strikers 
Secretary on mbl: 0411 551 731, Email: 
info@cestrikers.com 

Information and entry forms for the event 
can be forwarded and can also be viewed at 
www.cestrikers.com 


By Phil Moss 


UCAS Neill has enjoyed some 
pretty decent highlights in his 
Iyoung life so far! 

Junior reps with Manly-Warringah 
after first lacing on the boots with 
Wakehurst and then St. Augustines. 

Selection in various NSW age sides, 
an AIS scholarship, an apprenticeship 
with English first division club 
Millwall, Socceroo selection and, of 
course, his big move to premier league 
Blackburn Rovers pretty much sums up 
his career path to date. 

Add to that some memorable games 
at both club and international level — 
including a starring role for Australia in 
that historic win over England - and it’s 
fair to say the right-sided defender is 
living out most young players’ dreams 
every day of his life. 

But you get the feeling that his latest 
highlight ~ the naming of the Cromer 
Park grand stand after him —is right up 
there on his list of honours. 

He loves nothing more than coming 
down to Cromer Park with parents Ed 
and Fran and munching on a steak sand- 
wich while watching the Dolphins 
youth league teams run around, the 
same teams that helped shape his career 
early on. 

So next Sunday (June 27), when he 
cuts the ribbon and releases the bal- 
loons to officially open the Lucas Neill 
Stand in front of what is expected to be 
‘a massive Cromer Park crowd, you can 
bet your bottom dollar the hairs on the 
back of his neck will be standing to 
attention! 

“It’sa massive honour and very hum- 
bling to have a grand stand named after 


you —I still can’t believe it,” said Lucas 
while casting his eye over the structure 
yesterday, 

“T love the place and will never for- 
get my time here and hopefully by hay- 
ing my name on the stand it will inspire 
other young players with stars in their 
eyes to chase their dreams like I have. It 
really isn’t that far away! 

“But [ also have to say that am very 
impressed with the stand itself ~ it’s a 
great stand and sits perfectly on the 
hill.” 

The star attraction at next week's 
“Celebration of Football” at Manly- 
Warringah Soccer Association head- 
quarters will spend the day mixing with 
locals and signing autographs for kids 
either side of performing the formalities 
— to be hosted by former SBS television 
presenter-turned-Soccer NSW public 
relations manager Kyle Patterson. 

A day of on-field action is also 
planned with the Dolphins girls youth 
league taking on local rivals Northern 
Tigers in the moming before the men’s 
20s meet Liverpool in the NSW Super 
League reserve grade game at lpm. 

The official opening ceremony will 
then take place between 1.30pm and 
2.45pm before first grade take the field 
against Liverpool in the day's main 
match at 3pm. 

Lucas will kick-off the game. 

It will then be his first-ever club, 
Wakehurst meeting NSW Champion of 
Champions Brookvale in a Round 
Fifteen premier league encounter at 
Spm to complete the days’ activities. 

So mark it down in the diary and 
bring the family to Cromer Park next 
Sunday for what promises to be a day to 
remember for the local round ball code! 


Current Socceroo star and local Manly-\ Warringah cect Lucas Neill will have a parietal named after 
him at Cromer Park this Sunday afternoon. 


Girls can play too 


66 A ssociations often ask 
about girls playing 
with boys in mixed 

teams,” Soccer NSW _ Vice- 

President, Mr Jim Forrest, com- 

mented. 

“In fact the rules are very sim- 
ple.” First, up to and including the age 
of 12, girls have the absolute right, by 
Jaw, to play in boys teams. 

Tf there are selection criteria, they 
may be dropped to a lower division or 
not included in a representative team 
‘on merit grounds, like any male play- 


However, there is no reverse law to 
allow boys the right to play in girls 
teams! 

“I guess nobody ever thought 
they’d want to,” Jim Forrest suggest- 
ed, “so the rule does not prevent com- 
petitions for 12s or younger being set 
up for girls’ teams only.” 

Second, from the age of 13 and 
older, each jurisdiction (each 
Association, Branch or State body 
running its own competitions) has to 
decide for itself whether or not to let 
girls continue to play in mixed-gen- 
der teams, and to make a ruling cov- 


ering their competitions. 

What happens to representative 
teams is governed by the same rule 
up to age 12, subject to selection cri- 
teria. 

After that, it is up to the body run- 
ning the competition (such as. Soccer 
NSW with the Youth League). 

“This whole approach to dealing 
with girls playing in mixed teams 
came out of discussions between the 
former NSWASF and the Equal 
Opportunity Commission a number 
of years ago. Nothing has changed,” 
Mr Forrest concluded. 


With 2004 Winter Season contact 
Roy or Norm at the Soccer Wearhouse for Special 
Prices on Bulk Orders of Patrick, Attack, Lotto, 
Covo and Mitre soccer balls. 
Phone number (02) 8814 4437 or (02) 8814 4438 
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Fiorentina players celebrate their Serie A clincher 


Rooney 


Its been one hot year for 
Wayne Rooney 


yerton chairman Bill 

Kenwright has valued 

striker Wayne Rooney at 
£50million. 

Rooney has been England's star 
player at Euro 2004 in Portugal, 
scoring twice in the 3-0 win over 
Switzerland, 

He has been tinked with big- 
money moyes to Premiership 
rivals Chelsea and Manchester 
United, but Kenwright insists the 
18-year-old will be staying at 


is worth £50m 


Goodison Park. 

Kenwright told the News of the 
World: 'David Moyes and I agreed 
Wayne has to be a £50million 
player now. 

"We do smile about what Wayne 
is worth but, then again, we also 
talk about who's going to be 
alongside him with us next season 

‘T would turn down any bid for 
him and say: Thank you very 
much, what else do you want to 
talk about?" 

"We know what Wayne's value 
is and our price is that he is an 
Everton player and we have no 
reason to believe that will change. 
Iam not here to sell my best pley- 
ers and Wayne wants to stay. 
‘Wayne will continue at Everton" 

Chelsea and Manchester United 
have been linked with Rooney, but 
Kenwright claimed neither club 
had approached Everton, 

"There have been no bids for 
Wayne, absolutely not, No 
approach from Chelsea, nor 
Manchester United. 

[have heard talk of Manchester 
United having a done deal. But I 
have had no contact whatsoever 


with United, and you would think 
they would ring, wouldn't you?" 

United striker Ruud van 
Nistelrooy wants Rooney to team 
up with him at Old Trafford. 

Van Nistelrooy is leading 
Holland's attack at Euro 2004 in 
Portugal, where Rooney has 
played a starring role for England, 

Manchester United and Chelsea 
have been linked with big-money 
moves for Everton striker Rooney, 
and van Nistelrooy is a big fan of 
the 18-year-old. 

He is a phenomenal talent and 
the prospect of him pulling on a 
United shirt is frightening,’ van 
‘Nistelrooy told the Sunday Mirror. 

T don't know many clubs that 
wouldn't want him in their side. 
Heis an incredible player. 

‘And if he does become ayail- 
able, Manchester United should 
do everything in their power to 
sign him, It certainly excites me to 
think he could be playing at 
United next season. 

‘Anyone who has seen him play 
knows what a talent he is. Nothing 
seems to worry him.' 


Thompson leaves Liverpool 


afael Benitez's Anfield 
Res began in 

earnest today when 
Liverpool announced that assis- 
tant manager Phil Thompson 
was leaving the club. 

‘Thompson's departure - which 

“broiight fo an end is on-Olf 33> 
year relationship with the club - 
hhad been widely expected in the 
wake of Benitez's appointment. 

Liverpool chief executive Rick 
Parry said in- a statement: 
‘Following talks between Rafael 
Benitez and Phil it has been decid- 
ed that Phil will leave the club. 

‘All the discussions were con- 
ducted in a totally amicable man- 
ner and Phil leaves with our very 
best wishes for the future. 

'{ want to thank Phil for all his 
hard work over the past six years 
as he played a major part in the 
successes we enjoyed during that 
period. 

"We will obviously be sitting 
down now with Rafa to discuss his 
backroom team and will make fur- 
ther announcements in due 


course.’ Reds coach Sammy Lee 
could be in line for a promotion in 
the wake of Thompson's depar- 
ture. 

Lee is highly regarded at 
Anfield and has the extra advan- 
tage of being a fluent Spanish 


in Spain with Osasuna. 

Reds hero Thompson had 
jumped at the chance to join 
Houllier as assistant in 1998 and 
soon became a familiar face bark- 
ing orders from the touchline. 

He was praised for his work 
early in the 2001/2 season when 
he stood in when Houllier was 
recovering from heart surgery. 

But Thompson's close identifi- 
cation with the Houllier regime 
meant that bis departure was virtu- 
ally inevitable when the 
Frenchman's reign came to a 
close. 

One of the club's most decorat- 
ed players, Thompson signed pro- 
fessional terms at Anfield in 1971 
- shortly after his 17th birthday. 

‘He went on to lift seven league. 


titles and played his part in two 
European Cup and one UEFA Cup. 
success before joining Sheffield 
United in 1984. 

Shortly after ending his playing 
days, Thompson returned to 
Anfield as reserve ieam coach 
unde gis aj 
held for eight years before being 
sacked by Graeme Souness, 

But even Thompson's illustri- 
ous Anfield history did not spare 
him as Benitez is clearly deter- 
mined to make an early mark at 
Anfield. 

Benitez indicated he would fol- 
low through a task left unfinished 
by Houllier and complete the sign- 
ing of French forward Djibril 
Cisse, 

Cisse is expected to formally 
complete his move from Auxerre 
to Anfield on July 1. 


Fiorentina 
complete return to 


jwice Italian champions 

Fiorentina completed a 

fairytale return to Serie 
‘A on Sunday, when they drew 
the second leg of their playoff 
against Perugia 1-1 to triumph 
2-1 on aggregate. 

More than 30,000 spectators, 
including ex-Fiorentina player 
Gabriel Batistuta, packed into 
Florence's Franchi stadium to 
watch striker Enrico Fantini put 
the home side ahead in the 47th 
minute, 

Fantini, who had also scored in 
the first leg, was sent off for a sec- 
ond bookable offence 10 minutes 
Tater, 

Perugia grabbed a late equaliz- 
er through Brazilian striker 
Guilherme Do Prado, but could 
not find a second goal to avoid rel- 
egation to next season's Serie B. 


Serie A 


For Fiorentina the win ended a 
turbulent two-year exile from the 
top-flight following relegation to 
Serie C2, Italy's fourth division, 
after being declared bankrupt. 

Their return to Serie A had spe- 
cial meaning for veteran midfield- 
er Angelo Di Livio, Two years 
ago the 37-year-old was playing 
for Italy at the World Cup but he 
stayed with Fiorentina throughout 
their troubles. 

‘T want to thank all the lads that 
played this year and last. They've 
done a great job and never gave up 
on the hope of Serie A,’ he said. 

Personally, | didn't want to turn 
my back on this city? 

Fiorentina lost their name and 
‘most of their leading players with 
relegation. 

Renamed Florentia Viola, their 
prospects of a speedy return to 


Serie A appeared slim, But with 
the financial backing of their new 
owner, the shoe manufacturer 
Della Valle, allied to hefty local 
‘support, the club bought back the 
right to use their historic name 
and duly won the C2 ttle. 

Fiorentina were then elevated 
to Serie B at the beginning of this 
season as part of the expansion of 
the division taken after a series of 
legal disputes during the close 
season. 

Earlier this month they finished 
sixth in Serie B to win the right to 
a playoff against the 15th-placed 
Serie A side, Perugia, for a place 
in the top division. 

‘We're delighted - for the team, 
for the fans, for the city,’ said club 
president Diego Della Valle. 

"We've returned to Serie A as 
fast as possible’ 


ONE ON ONE WITH THE 


‘NEW’ RONALDO 


Cristiano Ronaldo: Portugal's phenomenon 


at the Estddio José Alvalade 

- a 3-1 win for home side 
Sporting Clube de Portugal - 
that Portuguese © winger 
Cristiano Ronaldo first came to 
the attention of his club 
Manchester United FC. The 
time has come for the £17.5m 
teenager to shine at the Alvalade 
again. 


I was at the inaugural game 


At his best 

Ronaldo has scored one goal 
and set up another in 57 minutes 
of football since the start of UEFA 
EURO 2004™, and as Portugal 
faced neighbours Spain in their 
final Group A game, Luiz Felipe 
Scolari's side, and indeed the 
whole nation, needed the young- 
Ster to be at his best on his old 


stomping ground. 

At his best he was as Ronaldo 
and co did the unthinkable in get- 
ting through the last 8 of the Euro 
2004 thanks to a one-nil win over 
Spain. 


‘A great honour' 
"It's always a great honour to 
play at the Alvalade," he said. 
"It's a special feeling to return 
toa place where I played for six 
years and naturally have very 
good friends, 
“They have great affection for 
me and I expect to show apprecia- 
tion for their support on the field." 


Famous number 

Having enjoyed a fine debut 
season at Old Trafford, where he 
has taken up the No7 shirt once 


made famous by Bryan Robson 
and David Beckham, the winger 
has been a regular member of 
Scolari’s squad in recent months. 

He now hopes to make his case 
fora place in the starting lineup at 
the Alvalade, 


Starting ambition 

Back at the stadium where he 
began his career, Portugal beat 
Spain to be sure of a place in the 
last eight. "It is always a joy to 
help the team in this competition, 
but I will not hide my emotion the 
win against Spain was the best 
feeling in the world," he said, 


Staying calm 
"After the game against Greece, 
I was convinced that I would play 
more minutes in the second 
match," he added. "I expected to 
be part of the starting X2, but that 
did not happen, so I have to 


respect Scolari's decisions 
because his decisions are the best 
for the team." 


Stinging criticism 

The 19-year-old scored his 
country's goal in their opening day 
2-1 defeat by Greece - a result and 
a performance which brought 
some stinging criticism. Not even 
a 2-0 victory against ten-man 
Russia in their second game has 
dispelled Portuguese anxieties. 


Looking ahead 

However, Ronaldo refuses to 
look back on that opening match. 
"The Greece result was in the 
past,” he said, "A lot has been said 
about that game and it is not worth 
analysing it any more. We beat 
Spain to advance and that was 
that. It was memorable for not 
only myself but for the whole 
nation”. 
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